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ing to the boles or branches in various attitudes, and searching with
its hard curved bill for insects under the decayed bark. When thus
engaged it utters a great variety of chirps and guttural sounds, in-
terspersed with short agreeable notes. It has also a continuous
song, low and varied, with a peculiar ventriloquism in some notes
which gives the listener a confused idea that the performer approaches
and retires when singing. The first bird of this species I shot was
but slightly wounded in the wing, and fell into a stream; to my
great surprise it began singing as it floated about on the surface of
the water, and even when I had taken it out continued to sing at
intervals in my hand. I subsequently found a nest of this bird ; it
was about 7 inches deep, composed entirely of lichens curiously
woven together, and suspended from the twigs of a low tree. The
male and female fluttered round me, manifesting great anxiety (though
there were no eggs in the nest), and uttering a rapid succession of
notes, very different from their usual song. But what was most
surprising in this singing to express their trouble was the close re-
semblance of every note to those of some other bird, generally of one
of our common songsters (such as Turdus rufiventris, Mimus calan-
dria, and others). In a few days I returned to the spot to secure
the nest and observe them again, but found, to my sorrow, nest and
birds had disappeared. Perhaps Ieterus pyrrhopterus possesses the
faculty of imitation ; at the time I heard this pair I thought it eould
not be otherwise, but I have not observed them long enough to be
positive. Certainly they are incapable of expressing their passions
by harsh or loud notes. «T am, Sir, truly yours,

“ Wirriam H. Hupson.”

The following papers were read :—

1. On a new Deer from China.
By R. Swinnog, F.Z.S.

(Plates VI. & VIL)

While in Formosa I was informed by a gentleman there, who had
lived at the port of Chinkiang, that a Hog-backed Deer, with coarse
hair, was common on an island in the river Yangtsze and afforded
excellent sport to the European residents during the winter. From
my friend’s description, 1 supposed the animal to be Hyelaphus por-
cinus of India, and communicated the fact to Mr. P. L. Seclater,
who read my notice to this Society on the 27th June, 1865 (see
P. Z. 8. 1865, p. 510). Last winter I had the opportunity of
visiting Shanghai, and found this so-called Hog-deer in the market,
and then saw it to be quite a distinet species, without horns, and of
great interest. I have brought home with me the skin and skull of
a buck, and the skulls of two does. These I beg to exhibit to this
Meeting, and to propose for this new Deer the specific term of inermis,
from its hornless state, and to place it under a new genus, for which
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I would suggest the name Hydropotes, or Water-drinker, from the
love of the animal for marshy ground.

HyproPOTES, gen. nov.

General form of skull very similar to that of Moschus—there being
no elevated ridges along the supraorbital margin, and the brain-case
being narrow and somewhat elongate. Lachrymal fossa small, en-
tirely confined to the lachrymal bone, the maxillary not participating
in its formation. Supraorbital foramen situated in a groove extend-
ing further backwards than forwards, as in Cervulus. No prolonga-
tion of the frontal bones whatever.

The nearest allies to this genus are, as far as the cranial characters
are concerned, Pudu humilis, of Chili, and Mosehus moschiferus, L.,
of N.E. Asia. The Pudu has got a much larger and deeper lachry-
mal fossa, in which the maxillary participates; the distance of the
lachrymal fossa from the foramen supramazillare is much less than
the length of the lachrymal fossa, whilst in this new genus the
distance is much greater.

The affinity of this genus to Moschus, is shown by the fact that
Moschus has no lachrymal fossa whatever—a character so geueral in
the Deer group.

Upper canine teeth, in the male, tusk-like, as in Moschus, but not
so developed ; in the female quite small.

Incisors on the lower jaw eight, the two centrals large and flat-
tened, the three lateral on each side smaller, graduating in size out-
wardly ; all arranged in fan-form.

Molars unfortunately not fully developed in any of my skulls,
though the animals were capable of breeding at this age. v

The crania of the females are smaller, but show no peculiarities,
except in the undeveloped nature of the canine teeth above noticed.

Hair coarse and stiff, combining the characters of Moschus and
Pudu, as also do the feet.

HYDROPOTES INERMIS, sp. nov. (Plate VI.)

Measurements taken from the stuffed skin of an animal about
three-quarters grown :—Length from nose to rump 29 inclies, of tail 3,
of fore leg from shoulder 18, of hind leg 20, across the eye *7, across
the nose *7 ; length of head 6-75, of ear 33, of canine tooth 1-1.

General colour light chestnut, stippled with black, redder on the
head and back of ears. Round the nose, eyebrow, chin, and throat

ure white. Iuside of ear light buff, whiter near base; its outer
edge, at tip, black. Neck paler, its under portion plain-coloured.
Shoulder, fore and hind legs, and tail light brownish chestnut. Belly
pale buff-white. The chestnut colouring of the upper parts deepens
along the back and pales downwards on the sides.

The hair of the nasal region very short. At the corner of the
lower lip springs a tuft of stiff white hairs. Bristles about the
muzzle short and few. Eye small. Ears well clothed inside. Hair
coarse and stiff, of the neck and rump the longest. Each hair of
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the upper body is flattened, and undulates from side to side, or is
zigzag in its length, giving it in some veiws quite a spiral appearance.
I notice the same peculiarity in the corresponding hair of the Mos-
chus. FEach of these hairs in our animal is white from its base for
the greater part of its length, then blackish brown, endin g with a light
chestnut tip ; thus, the hairs overlapping each other, the chestnut
tips give the general ground-colour, and the blackish rings the
stippling. '

Fore leg. Length of hoof in front 1°25, breadth of each segment
*75 ; length of hind toe *75, its breadth ‘45, raised about *75 above
the sole of the foot.

Hind leg. Length of hoof 1-18, breadth of each segment *63 ;
length of hind toe *60, its breadth *45, raised above sole of foot 1°30.

The above description is taken from a buck bought in the market
at Shanghai on the 30th November 1868, and consequently in its
winter coat.

In coloration and outward appearance the little Pudu comes much
nearer to our species than does the bristly-looking brown Moschus.
It is also chestnut-coloured, stippled with black and red on the head
and ears; but its rump and tail are red (which are not so in our
animal), and the male carries horns. Dr. Giinther has kindly
assisted me in working out the affinities of this animal.

In the large riverine islands of the Yangtsze above Chinkiang these
animals occur in large numbers, living among the tall rushes that are
there grown for thatching and other purposes. The rushes are cut
down in the spring ; and the Deer then swim away to the main shore
and retire to the cover of the hills. In autumn, after the floods,
when the rushes are again grown, they return with their young and
stay the winter through. They are said to feed on the rush-sprouts
and coarse grasses, and they doubtless often finish off with a dessert
from the sweet-potatoes, cabbages, &e. which the villagers cultivate on
the islands during winter. They cannot, however, do much damage
to the latter, or they would not be suffered to exist in such numbers
as they do; for the islands have their villages and a pretty numerous
agricultural population. Fortunately for the Deer, the Chinese have
an extraordinary dislike for their flesh. I could not ascertain why ;
but it must be from some strange superstition, as the Celestials are
otherwise pretty nearly omnivorous. The Deer are killed only for
the European markets, and sold at a low price. Their venison is
coarse and without much taste, but is considered tolerable for want
of better; it is the only venison procurable in Shanghai. The
animal itself gives sport to the gunner ; and numbers are slaughtered
every winter by the European followers of Nimrod, in the name of
sport. Their numbers, however, do not appear to get much thinned ;
they are reported to be very prolific breeders. A friend of mine
assured me that he witnessed the gutting of a female that was shot
by one of his party on a late excursion, and that she was found to
contain stz embryo young. This single fact, however, is not suffi-
cient to establish the ordinary gestation of this species ; on the con-
trary, it was probably an extraordinary case; but it was the only
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instance I could get of a pregnant specimen having been examined.
The large number of immature animals usually seen in a herd of
them seems to show that they have some means of reproducing not
common to other Deer.

On my cruise up the river Yangtsze with Admiral Sir Henry
Keppel last year in H.M.S. ¢ Salamis,” we called at Chinkiang, and,
taking on board some of the residents at that port, steamed a few
miles further up, and landed at Deer Island for a little shooting. A
goodly party of officers and others were with us, and the Deer were
well disturbed that da‘r : no bullets were allowed, fur fear of accidents,
and only fowling-pieces used with large shot. A large patch of
rushes still stood, and there were plenty of Deer ; but only eight were
brought back to the ship, though doubtless many more were injured.
They crouch in the reeds and long grass, admitting pretty close ap-
proach and then, rising with a bound, spring away. T hey were
generally put up smr:rl} or in twos and threes. In running they cock
their ears, round their fore legs, bend up their hind legs, hog their
rumps, and scurry away with little quick leaps, very much after the
manner of a Hare. The heavy shot soon bowled them over. When
they ran across the cultivated fields, the Chinese shouted after them
and set their barking curs to pursue them.

The Chinese at Sha.nurhal call this animal the Ke ; but at Chinkiang
they are named C‘fumy-——the classical term for the Munﬂac (Cervulus
reevesi). The Chinese dictionary compiled under authority of the
Emperor Kanghe describes the Ke as “ Stag-like, with feet resem-
bling those of a Dog, has a long tusk on each side of the mouth, and
is fond of fighting.”

EXPLANATION OF THE PLATES.
PraTE VI,
Hydropotes inermis.
Prare VII.

Fig. 1. Skull of male Hydropotes inerimis.
2. Skull of female Hydropotes inermis.

2. On the Size of the Red Corpuscles of the Blood of Mos-
chus, Tragulus, Orycteropus, Ailurus, and some other
Mammaha, with Historical Notices. By Georee GuL-
LIVER, F.R.S.

Measurements, Scale, and Woodcut.—The present, like all my
former measurements, are given in vulgar fractions of an English
inch. Of the scale to the woodcut each division of one-fifth of an
inch is equivalent to one four-thousandth of an inch micrometrical
or linear admeasurement, being the same scale as that to which the
figures are engraved in the reports cf my lectures, in the < Medical
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I will in conclusion briefly recapitulate the main characters of this
black-backed group of the leucopsis type. General characters the
same in all, as given above,.

1. Motacilla leucopsis, Gould, With narrow black pectoral band.
India.

2. M. feliz, sp. nov. With the whole breast black. South
(China (Canton to Shanghai).

3. M. feliz, var. sechuenensis. Breast black to the bill. Western
China (Szechuen). .

4. M. francisi, sp. nov. Breast, ear-coverts, and moustache
black. China. Extreme west and south (Szechuen and Hainan).

3. On a New Species of Aecentor from North China.
By R. Swinnog, F.Z.S.

(Plate 1X.)

On my journey back from Mongolia to Peking in the Prefecture of
Seuen-hwafoo, which is a tract of country enclosed by two portions
of the Great Wall, we halted on the 26th September, 1868, at a place
called Kemeik, and elimbed up the sides of a high mountain, on the
top of which stood a monastery. We were in pursuit of the Rock-
partridge ( Caccabis chukar), when a party of red-tailed birds whisked
past us and, perching near, kept flying from rock to rock, uttering
loud notes. We secured one, and then continued our chase after the
Partridges. A few days later I saw another small flock of the same
species among the rocks of the fine mountain-pass that leads through
the Nankow Gate to the Peking plain. The bird procured was an
Aecentor of the alpinus type, most nearly allied to A. nipalensis of
Hodgson.

ACCENTOR ERYTHROPYGIUS, sp. nov. (Plate IX.)

Head, neck, and breast smoke-grey ; lores and under eye mottled
with white. Throat for nearly an inch downwards white, with nar-
row bars of black. Lesser and greater coverts and winglet black,
with a large spot of white tipping each feather. Secondary quills
black, margined for the greater part of their length with yellowish
brown, and broadly tipped with light chestnut terminating with white;
on the tertiaries the chestnut brightens, and increases in extent, and
the terminal white spots are conspicuous. Primaries blackish
brown, edged with light yellowish brown, browner near their bases,
and lightly tipped with white. Back light yellowish brown, with
broad brown centres to the feathers. Scapulars brownish chestnut,
with a median streak of blackish brown and a small white tip
to each feather. The yellowish brown of the back soon brightens
into brownish chestnut, which is rich and conspicuous on the upper
tail-coverts, the longest of which have black centres. Tail brown-
ish black, the outer rectrix with the greater part of its outer
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web brownish chestnut, with a broad white tip to the inner web ;
the rest of the rectrices, except the two centrals, have their outer
webs tipped with chestnut, their inner webs with white, and they
are narrowly edged with light yellowish brown; the two centrals
are more broadly edged and have broad chestnut marks on both
outer and inner webs towards the tips. Axillaries dusky, the carpal
edge being barred with black and white like the throat. Under-
parts light yellowish brown, many of the flank-feathers being deep
chestnut-brown with white margins, and the abdominal feathers
with blackish V-shaped bars and white margins. Under tail-coverts
blackish chestnut, with broad white margins and tips.

Bill blackish brown, ochreous-yellow on the sides of the basal half
of the lower mandible. Iris chestnut. Legs and toes ochreous, with
light-brown claws.

Length about 75 inches, wing 42, tail 3, bill in front *55, tarse
*85.

This handsome species may be at once distinguished from its
nearest ally, the Accentor nipalensis, by the chestnut colour that
marks its rump, upper tail-coverts, and tail, by its greyer head
and neck, and by the markings of the flanks and belly. dccentor
altaicus, Brandt, and 4. alpinus, L., are also members of this group
of mottled-throated Accentors.

The only other decentor that has been found in China is the 4.
montanellus, Pall., of which Pére David has sent me two specimens
procured in the neighbourhood of Peking.

March 10, 1870.
John Gould, Esq., F.R.S., V.P.,, in the Chair.

The Secretary spoke of the additions to the Menagerie during
the month of February, and called particular attention to the fol-
lowing :—

1. A Brown Hyzna (Hyena brunnea) from South Africa, pur-
chased of a London dealer on February 7th, being the second speci-
men of this rather rare Carnivore ever possessed by the Society.
The previous specimen (which was a female, purchased in 1853) had
died on the 14th of August, 1866.

2. A Cape Grass-owl (Secelostriz capensis) from South Afriea,
purchased February 7th. And

3. A Cape Horned Owl (Bubo capensis), purchased the same day.
Both these birds were believed to be the first specimens of their re-
spective species exhibited in the Society’s Menagerie.

4. A Kangaroo, purchased of a London dealer on the 25th of
February, and presenting the appearance of being a young animal
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the Chinese province of Szechuen, beyond the town of Ta-tsien-loo,
through which runs one of the great routes to Lhassa.

According to information received from Mr. Stone, it seemed
probable that the collections of bird-skins received in Paris, which
contained the new Impeyan (Lophophorus U’ huysi), the new Itha-
ginis (I. geoffroyi*), and the new Crossoptilon (C. drouyniit), had
been also made in the same district, which would thus appear to be
a country of no ordinary interest as regards its Phasianide.

The following papers were read :—

1. On the Pied Wagtails of China.
By Rosert Swinuaog, F.Z.S.—Part II.

At the last Meeting of the Society a paper of mine was read on
the Pied Wagtails of China (see antea, p. 120). In that I confined
my attention to the Motacille with white faces and black backs.
In the present notice I wish to make the list complete by adding the
other species of the group that I have met with in that empire.

4. MOTACILLA FRONTATA, Sp. NOV,

The only specimen of this was a male procured in Amoy on the
30th November, 1866. I reported the occurrence in my * Notes on
Amoy Ornithology” (Ibis, 1867, p. 390). It is a small species,
in form more nearly related to M. ocularis, mihi, than to M. feliz,
mihi, but wants the black eye-streak of the former.

Length about 7 inches; wing 34 ; tail 3:5; bill -45, short and
slender ; tarse *83, with small feet and claws. Wing blacker than in
M. feliz, with the winglet and primaries only slightly edged with
white. Tail similar. The upper parts are becoming hlack. The
erown and nape black ; forehead also black, the bases of the feathers
white. The nuchal black advances to the ear-coverts, and a broad
erescent of the same marks the breast. What the full nuptial plu-
mage would be, it is not easy to guess; but I fancy the whole face
and neck would be black, leaving only the eyebrow and throat white.
Its greatest peculiarity 1s in the black forehead, which characterizes
M. lugubris, Pall., of Western Siberia, and M. maderaspatana of
Bengal, but is not possessed by any of the others of our Chinese
Wagtails.

I was at first inclined to think that this bird might be a cross be-
tween M. ocularis and M. felix (see Ibis, I. c.); but the black forehead
prevents this supposition. I am now of opiuion that it is a good
species, with a habitat of its own, but, like most of the Pied Wagtails,
that it moves about in winter, and has thus strayed to Amoy.

5. MoTACILLA OCULARIS, Swinhoe, P. Z. 8, 1863, p. 17.

This species with a grey back I have from various loealities from

¥ Verreaux, Bull. Soc. Acelim, Paris, 1867, p. 709.
t Verreaux, Nouv. Arch. d. Mus. iv. Bull. p. 83, pl. 3.

Proc. ZooL. Soc.—1870, No. IX.
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Hainan to Peking; it also occurs in Formosa. It is resident in all
the places that I have observed it, and is probably the M. albeola,
var. kamschatica, of Pallas. I have already deseribed it (P. Z. S.
l. ¢.), and now exhibit a diagram of the head and neck in full breed-
ing-plumage.

Motacilla ocularis.

6. MoTrAaciLLA JAPONICA, Swinhoe, P. Z. S. 1863, p. 17.

This Japanese ally of the last, distinguished by its black back and
much whiter wing, is only a winter visitant to the coasts of China
and Formosa. In P. Z. S. (L ¢.) a description will be found of it.
I gave it a new specific name (Ibis, 1863, p. 85, note), as both lugens
and lugubris had already been applied to the very different western
species. I have brought the plate illustrating this bird in the
‘ Fauna Japonica’ to show how much the summer dress of this dif-
fers from that of our Chinese M. ocularis.

7. MoTAcILLA DUKHUNENSIS, Sykes?

In Szechuen, 1100 miles up the Yangtsze, I several times observed
a grey-backed Wagtail with a white face, about the size and appear-
ance of the M. alba of Europe. On more than one occasion I saw
it feeding full-fledged young. Unfortunately, however, I did not
secure a specimen. It is more likely to have been the Indian than
the European race of this group of Wagtails, and therefore I refer it
with a query to the former.

This ends our list of Pied Wagtails, which shows a goodly series.
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). PHASIANUS VERSICOLOR.

Phasianus versicolor, Temm. Plan. Col. 486 & 493.
[Tab. Japan,

4. Note sur le jeune de I'année du Pelecanus sharpei*.
Par. J: V. Barsoza nu Bocace, F.M.Z.S. &c.

Teinte générale d’un brun-roussitre foneé ou couleur chocolat,
noiriitre sur la téte, d'un ton plus clair (roussitre) sur le bas du dos,
le roupion, le bas-ventre et les couvertures supérieures et inférieures
de la queue; couvertures supérieures et inférieures des ailes d’un
brun-noiritre avec une large bordure roussiitre; remiges primaires
presque noires ; remiges secondaires et tertiaires ainsi que les plumes
de la queue, d'un brun clair au milien et d’un gris blanchitre vers
les bords ; bee d’un jaune sale vers la base, d'un brun plus on moins
foneé dans le reste de son étendue; poche gutturale ainsi que les
tarses d'un brun clair.

Dimensions. Longueur totale 1™-46, aile 0:68, bee 0-35, tarse 0:145.

IMabitat. L'Afrique occidentale, Angola.

Obs. Degland déerit les jeunes de Pannée du P. onocerofalus d’un
cendre blanchétre & la tete, au cou et en dessus du corps ; d’un eendré
JSoneé au dos, aux scapulaires et aux couverfures alaires, avee les
bordures d'une teinte plus claire; remiges noiritres; bec et partie
nue de la gorge et des joues livides ; pied brun-cendré ; iris brun.

Mr. Elliot (P. Z. 8. 1869, p. 579) dit ce qui suit :—

“ The young during the first year are uniform greyish brown, the
lanceolate feathers of the breast being entirely wanting."

5. Note on Reptiles and Batrachians collected in various
parts of China. By R. SwiNHOE.

(Plate XXXI.)

1. PLATYSTERNUM MEGACEPHALUM, Gray; Giinth, Reptiles of
Brit. Ind. p. 43.

I procured a single specimen of this curious tortoise in a bird-shop
at Canton. It is brought down the West River from the western
arts of Kwangtung Provinee and from Kwangse. As recorded, the
Eead. limbs, and tail are not capable of retraction within the shell ; the
tail is protected by curling under the right margin of the carapace.
I kept my specimen alive through the winter without food.

2. DErmaToCcHELYS coriacea (L.).

In the warm waters round Formosa the Green and the Tortoise-
shell Turtles frequently oceur ; but these seldom show themselves in

* See the description of this species anfed, p. 173.
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the colder seas of the China coast. During the years I spent at
Amoy I never heard of a Turtle being captured but once; this was
in October 1859. It was a large old specimen of this species, of a
yellowish madder-colour. I wanted to buy it to preserve ; but nothing
would induce the fishermen to sell it for this purpose, They said a
Turtle never appears on the China coast except when some great
calamity is imminent, and to avert this good men must deliver it -
from its captors and set it free. A Chinese firm in the town volun-
teered to do the good act. They purchased the Turtle, had Chinese
characters cut on its back, sigmfying “set free for ever,” which
were filled in with vermilion, and, deeking it with ribbons, took it in
a boat in great state, with drums beating, to the outer limits of the
harbour, where it was dropped into the sea. They said that if
caught again the inseription on its back would protect it from meet-
ing with further rough treatment.
The Turtle is with the Chinese an emblem of longevity.

3. Crocoprrus, sp.?

In Fehnmr_',' 1869 some Chinese were exhibiting in the native eity
of Shanghai what they ecalled a Dragon, which they declared had
been dug out of a hole in the province of Shense. It was a young
Crocodile about 4 feet long, which they kept in tepid water. They
made g0 much money by showing it that they refused to sell it. 1
cannot, of course, guess its species; but I nevertheless think the
fact worth recording, as evidence that a species of this group does
occur in China.

4. TacayproMus SEPTENTRIONALIS, Giinth. 1. e. p. 70.

One specimen caught on the top of the city wall of Nanking. The
Musenm has specimens from Ningpo. It is a ground-Lizard, hiding
under stones.

5. ErEmias ArGUs (Peters).

Very common in the cultivated fields about Peking. The Musenm
has specimens procured by me in 1860 ; but mention of these was
omitted when the Society was made acquainted with the specimens
collected by me during the North-China campaign (see P.Z. S.
1861, p. 391).

6. Masovura cuiNeEnsis (Gray), Ginth. L e. p. 83.

Specimens from the Pescadores. Very common about the millet-
fields of the largest Pescadore Island. A small race, and much spotted™
with black.

7. EumEeces mopestus, Giinth. 7. e. p. 87.

Found on the rocky bank of the Yangtsze river in a gorge in
eastern Szechuen, 1300 miles from the sea. Before known only
from Ningpo.
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8. Gecko sarontcus (Dum. & Bibr.), Giinth. 2. e. p. 103,

From Chungkingfoo on the Yangtsze, in eastern Szechuen, 1459
miles from the sea. Found inside houses in the city, clinging to the
walls, also on the trees in gardens. Delights in uttering its *“ chuck-
chuck ™ note, especially in rainy weather. It isabundant in Taiwan-
foo, Formosa.

9. IararLurA swinHOI, Giinth, 7, ¢, p. 133.

This comb-backed Tree-lizard was before only known from the
woods of South Formosa. On my late expedition up the Yangtsze I
found it on the rocks among woods near Chungkingfoo. It must
therefore have a wide range across China.

10. Evapnis TEN1URUS, Cope ; Giinth. /. e. p. 242,

Captured at Shanghai. Has been procured before at Ningpo, in
the Chikiang Province. ]

11. TroriDONOTUS QUINCUNCIATUS, Russell ; Giinth. 7. e. p. 260.

Dr. Giinther says that this is the most widely distributed species
of the Indian Water-snakes, extending from Mesopotamia to the
south of China. My specimens are from Amoy.

12. TroriponoTus sToLATUS (Linn.), Giinth. L e. p. 266.

From Amoy. This is by far the commonest Water-snake in
Amoy and in Tamsuy (Formosa). In the latter place the country
lads brought it to me by scores at a time.

13. HypsiruINA PLUMBEA (Boie), Giinth. 7. ¢. p. 280.
From Amoy, where it is by no means common.

14. Hypsiruina ENHyDRIS, Russell ; Giinth. 7. e. p- 281.
Also procured at Amoy.

15. HypsirHINA cHINENSTS, Gray ; Giinth. . c. p. 283,

Captured at Ichang, 1111 miles up the Yangtsze river. The British
Museum has specimens from China ; but it is not known from what
part of China.

16. Hypropuis cyANociNCTA, Russell; Giinth. 7 c. p. 367.

This common Sea-snake is often floated into the small harbour of
Takow, S.W. Formosa. My specimens are from there.

. 17. TrimERESURUS MUCROsQuamaTus (Cantor): Giinth. 7, e.
p: 390. (Plate XXXI.)

From Formosa. Dr. Giinther has made this out to be the species
described by Cantor as Trigonocephalus mucrosquamatus (P. Z. 8,
1839, p. 32), from Assam, from comparison of it with Cantor's
drawing, the original specimen having been lost and no other since
procured. Its occurrence in Formosa is somewhat singular. The
two fine large specimens I have brought home were the only indi-
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viduals I came across. One was brought to me from the interior ;
the other was captured at Takow, in the hall of a neighbouring
Mandarin’s office, having descended from the roof, in which it was
lodged, by a rope on to a hanging lamp in pursuit of geckos (Gecko
Japonicus). It was tinted all over with blood-ecolour.

The specific characters of this snake, as kindly furnished to me
by Dr. Giinther, are :(—

Scales in 25 rows, with a very strong keel to the tip, where it
sometimes slightly projects. Ventral plates 217-220. Upperside
of the head with very small granular scales; a series of larger ones
along the canthus rostralis. Eleven upper labials, the second form-
ing the anterior wall of the pit. Body brown, with a dorsal series
of subrhombie, sometimes confluent spots ; another series of similar
more rounded spots along the lower part of the side. Each spot is
of a dark brown colour, with a black margin, and generally a narrow
white edge. Abdomen marked with brownish, each ventral shield
having an ovate whitish spot on each side.

18. TrimeErEsSURUS ERYTHRURUS (Cantor), Giinth. L. e. p. 386.

From Takow, Formosa. This is the first occurrence of this little
areen viper in Formosa. I have seen it frequently at Amoy ; it is a
bush-loving species, climbing to the top of plants, and coiling itself
round the stems and leaves. Being of a fresh-green colour, it is not
easy to detect; and while catching insects I have very narrowly
escaped brushing my hand over the poisonous creature. The Chinese
declare its bite to be fatal.

19. HaLys sLomuorFI (Boie), Giinth. L e. p. 393.

A specimen of this spotted brown Viper was brought on board the
gunboat by some of the crew who had been on shore at Ichang, on
the Yangtsze. It is known from Japan and Formosa ; but this is the
first instance of its occurrence in China proper.

20. Rana gracinis, Wiegm. ; Giinth. 2. e. p. 409.
From Ichang. A common Frog in the rice-fields.

21. Rawa siLvatica, Leconte; Giinth. L. . p. 409.

From Ichang. Found in woods, among the dead leaves and decay-
g herbage.

22. DirroreELma puLcHRUM (Hallon) ; Gunth. L e. p. 417.

From Ichang. I have met this wee Frog in various parts of China
and Formosa. During the rains of spring and midsummer it oceurs
in thousands about grassy places. It does not resort much to wet
rice-fields.

23. HyLorANA MACRODACTYLA, Giinth. L. e. p. 424.

From Ichang. Does not climb trees, but keeps much to the damp
ground about woods.
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