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THE DESCENT OF MAN,

TLe pablication of a fresh ook liy Mr.
Clistles Darwin, on the ** Descent of Man,”
nalurally leads ooe to sarious refloctiona
rorcerning  his  ancestry. Ons wonld
*1ick that Lbe development of man from a

*}0RN, OF & Kpore, or & polyp, should bo
“iled an mscent rather than a descent.
liat Mr. Darwin evidently prefers, as an
Eogliskman, to consider the question aa
tné of pedigres rather than of evolation,
There are a greal many families in Eog-
land prond of their desesnt, bol. cxoepl
Kapoleon TDonsparts snd Avdrew Johnson,
we do Dot remember mny prominest In.
stancen in which men Eare bomsted af
their asceml. Ar. Darwio, wilha keen
eyo lo bamer, proposes Lo drace the blood
<f the pobility of Eng's 1 & good way
back of Williarn the Congaeror—back to a
poiot at which thay would be very glad Lo
get off by acknowlodging themsslves
to e of kindred] stock wih
Ginz's baby, a8 & cowmpromise
to avoid haviog thelr pedigres traced
to & chimpapzes, und thenco by & few
farther removes to & mushroom. As &
grim matire oo pride of ancestry Mr. Dar.
win's book Is quietly srushing. Ar & ocal-
lection of patisnt and laborious investigs-
tione, il deservesto b read by everybody.
As an atlempt to explain the procsss of
creation withoul s Crealor, it Is, paiteps,
the most elaborate Lalf-truth ever pub-
lished. Tt shows tust, the prineiples of
vegelablo and animal life baing once In.
trodneed inlo malter, the orgunizations
which result are capabla of almost andlssa
minule changes and development. Hars,
however, il slopa. What ls this mystery
of vegetable mnd animal lifs, withoul
whose Insplration matier lacks all powsr
to putilself into orgacized forma? Mr,
Darwin  secks Hh H}h' that
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mey infer ms his doctrine that Wfe Itsolr,
in all its forme, resulis from organization,
Bat, on the contrary, al’ the faols of spi.
enca show that organization resnlts from
life. Life, the moment it manifesta ilsall
in connection with matier, suspends and
reverseg all chemical laws pertainiog to
dead matler, and jnstitates s now, chemis-
bry of it ownm, When 1t departs the chem.
ieal laws resumo their Bway. What is lifs?
Mr. Darwin's hont &moog the varying

c8 of spacics leaves thiaagency
—life—as all-potent and myslorions as ji
was left by Moses, when he described il as
the breathing of God into & form mads of
the dust of the earth, thereby prodasinga
lving soul. Inall the researches of A
vans they find no starting point of Iife,
Unless ita germ exists they canuot derelop
Aoy of ils manifestations, Withoat the
seed, or the germ, or tha Bpore, they can
produce nothing having sither vegotable
or asimal life. Even desd matter is in.
Epired and controlled by oertain laws of
kitraction and robesion, of combination
and repulsion, which set it in motion and
Rive il forces sad powers as mysterions as
the manifestations of life among planis
and animals. This relgn of law (s the soal
ol unorganired matler, pg inexplicablo aa
Lbe reign of life aver organized beings.
Whence come lifa and law? Darwininm
may trace some of their effests Dut
these two great canses remain as myateri-
ous Asever, or, in the religious senss, as
manifest 08 ever — the soul of God
in nstore. Whaleyar will explain (heir ax-
istenee will not only elear op the process
of creation, buot all the problems of our
spiritoal being. The truly scientifie posi-
ton which every wniter on cosmogony and
physical science should assnme, iz that
taken by Humbaldt in his Kesmos, It [n,
in substance, that scienos traces the lawa
which govern matter, whethor oxisting
withoot life or in connection with lifa;
bul, when asked Lo explain the origin of
life itself, it finds itself invited into s Geld
of Investigation which elades all the tests
and standards of science, and on which
the ecientifio man, as such, reverantly de-
alices to enfer.
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