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. With this yvolame Mr. Parwin conclndes the |
s 'work upon which he has been g0 long and ear. j

~ the differences of opialon il may excile, must
o ba meaﬂed to be ome of the most thoughtinl

first volume, which bas already been noticed at |
BOme leugth in thess columas, wa: devoted |

tion of which ho devotes the concluding por.
tlon ot the first volnme and all of the second.

rounding cireomstances. Belection  In

novel to oppressed and down trodden woman,
for it teaches in substance, what many have
betore held, that the man is what the woman
makes him.

Mr. J}uw!n‘a atromgaal.

illustrations - are

brilliant ntyle of male dre.u:a, the: euezeeding
generamms of mals birds in a ‘eiven species
| become more and more addicted Lo that style,
| the cause being that from each gaperation the
female selects the most beautitul apecimen,
_or the ona ‘most accordant to hertaste. In this
manner . Mr. Darmin  traces the origin,
growth and exiension of the peacock’s
gaudy plumage, and, though he hardly brings
his doctrine dowi to the test of direct applica-
‘tion to mankind in its present state, ha urges
'ﬁnerjrat;rbn_g]_?‘ that this sexnal selection has
played a very imporiant part o the transfor.
* matlon of the brote into the hnmen being.

To assign Mr. Darwin’s theories thielr proper
place, and to ascertain thelr real weight and
their -bearing  uwpon men’s  history, is
a tusk reqoiring too  much | patlent
i lnveut!_gnl!ou_ fo  be atlempted’  here;
| the anthor’s ewminence a3 o student of natnral
history, the labor Le has bestowed upon his
work and the modest earnestuess with which
he mrges his oplolons—while they canmot ex
empt him from the juilest eriticism—certainly
2| entitle him to that calm examination which

| should ever char&cte ethe cearch after troth.
- While ws have, s before iut.lmut.e.d. neither
' iime nor. ineclination to enter npon this exami-
aation here, it may not bs amiss to point ong
the prineipal difficnlties in the way of a
general .adoption of Mr. Darwin's oplo-
lome. = Apd  the _aﬁ_rsb of  thege is
that  the.. fasts  an illustralions . ad-
duced by Mr. Darwin to show man’s de- |
gcent from an animal form, seem to stop far
"phort of conviction, advancing no farther than
the onter wall of probability; while “the tes-
timony of the rocks™goes very far -to prove
that man has be&n for ages upon ages, as dis:
tinet [rum the anthropomorphous ape as he
Bowis.

Amnother great dificulty In the way of ac-
cepting the conclusions of this work, is found
in the religions opinions o widely held with
regard- to man’s origin and destiny. These
~ ylews cannat be met and conquered by any ar- ||
gumelll- rom mere facts, for one of the ||
pﬁndpﬂ'l strongholds of most rellgious opin- |§
~ jons lies outside the domaly of the patural |f
| pense and  acknowledges mno  enbmis- |
- misslon to logic. There ara other, and
perhaps graver difficultles to be overcome he- |
fore the Darwinian light shall, fally shine be-
fore. men, but the statement even |
of these shows that the p-a!-hwﬂjr of tha
new ides is not a paved street, nor
aven 3 mmﬂamized thnmughrure, ‘bt a rongh
‘and thorny road throngh an enemy’s conntry.
Of some of these diﬁcuiuuu Mr. Darwin him-
selfseems not unmindful, and ﬁt the close of
his work hie defines eo well his gbualaicm with
regard to certain objectors, that'we give him ||
the privilezeof closing the dlsc%lun in his

ﬂwn words:

work, namely, ihat man 1s descended from
two volumsa. Vol II. New Yorl: 'D, Appleton

| pestly engaged ; & work which, however great [

a8 welln-aq remarkob’e of the present age. Tha [

mostly an . attempt  to  show by §
'Exnm'p]eﬂ, focts:  and  probabilitles that |
man is. not a  epecial  crealion, |

b‘utismmpzy an snimal, modified by slow de- [i—
greau.ranlﬁ by various causes and processes ||

extending (helr operations through long parl- %
ods of time. Prominent among ihese modify- [
Ing causes Mr, Darwin finds “asclection in re-| = W
lation to sex,” to the explanation and Hlustra: | little monkey, who braved his drended enemy.

" that old baboon, who, descending from Lhel

The dnct,riaeia an ciizhoot Irom the doctrine |
of natnral seleciion, which means, in the Dar- |1

to. the ﬁ':.
= plaves, Knows no dcccncr, and is haunted by ¥
i the grossest superstitions.”

winian  dialeet, the tendemey
preservation of those individoals of a
species who are best adapted to sur @

relation Lo sex goes a siep farther, and ia

* baged upon o claimed principle, which wiIl be i 1Lkl Dodk, jand fesline convinced that

 taken from the birds, among whom, when the || man has advanced from Lis original

rsma.ls shows her preference for a particularly '

#The main conclusion arrived at in Lhis |

some lowly organized form, will, I regret to
think, be highly distasteful to manj' PETSONE.
Bnt thara can  hardly be a doubt that we are
degcended from barbarians.  The astonish-
ment which I felt on first seeing & party of
Foegians on a Wild and hroken shore will
never be forgotten by me, for the reflection at
once rushed into my mmd—~su¢h Wera onr
ancestors. These men were absolutely naked, ||
and bedaubed Wwith paint, thelr long hair was
tangled, their months irothed with excitement,
and their expression was wild, startled and

distrustful. They possessed hardly ooy
arts, nu& like  wild animals, lived
oo - hnt they  ‘conld  cateh; they

had no govermment and were merciless 10
everyone notof their own small tribe. f
who hos geen 8 savage in his native land will

not feel much shame, if forced to acknowledge
that the blood of some more humble creatore
flows in in hls veins, For my own part, 1|
would as eoon be descended from that herole

in order to'save ihe life of his keeper; or from |

mountalng, carried awayin irinmph bls young 8
comrade fi acrowd of astonished dops—as)
from & 8avage who delights to torturehis ene-
mies, offers up bloody stcrifices, practices in-
fanticide without remorse, treats his wives like

It is time, bhowever, to take leave of Mr.|
Darwin,snd we dosowiththe less regret, know-
ingthe!ntelliganoa ot that public which will

whether his cuuclus.cna are entirely justifien
y  not, they furnish food for the
kind of thought which showe, a8 convincingly
a8 anything Mr. Darwin can say, how wnch
whether

et

mlmn.l- or barbarian. ':DE -0".51.
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With ttls voleme Mr. Darwin concludes the
work opou which he bas been £o long and ear,
pestly ecgaged ; a work which, however great
e diflzrences of opiolon it may exelle, must
pe conceded to be cnc of the most thoughtiol
a5 well a8 remarkab’s of the preeent age. The
first voloroe, which bas elready been noriced at
some length I3 these columne, was devoted
mo:tly tw an  alt.mpt to ebow Ly
examples, facts  ard  probablilties that
wan I3 mot 3 rFpecial  ereatiop,
tut 15 simply an aniwal, modided by slow de-
greed, a8d Ly varlons causes and processes
exteudiog tLeir operations througl loog perl-
¢daof time. FPromineal amoug these modiry-
teg causes Me. Darwin flnds “sclection In re-
lation to sex,” Lo the explipation sud illustra-
tton of which be devotes the concludiog por-
slop 0! the first volome and all of the second.
Tu2 doctrineis an cilshoot from the doctrine
of patural sclection, which means, in the Dar-
sicisn  dialeet, the tendency o tle
preservaiion of  tboze  fodividuald of a
giecles who are best ndapted Lo  sur-
rppding  clrcumstances. - Baleclion In
rlation 10 eex goci a elep farther, and I3
lased upod » claimed priociple, which will be
rovel Lo oppressed and down trodden woman,
for It teaches in snbstance, what mapy bave
tetore held, that the man Is'what the woman
p:kes him. _

Mr. Darwin’s estrougest il'ustrations aro
wsken from the birds, among whom, when the




Detroit Free Press (Detroit, Michigan) - 16 Apr 1871, Sun + Page5

1

Mr. Darwio’a strougest }l'ustrations aro |,

tsken from the birds, among whom, when the
fetnale shows her prefercnce 1or a particularly
brilliant style of male dress, the socaeedlog
geoerations of male birdas iu o given species
Lecome more and more add:cted to that atyle,
' 1le canse belog that from cach generation the
female selects the mosl Leaatital speclmen,
or the one most accordaut to hertaste. 1o this
maopner Mr. Darwin traces the origio,
growith and cxtension of the peacoek's
gaudy plomage, and, though he Lardly bringe
bis doctrine down to the test of dlrect applica-
tion to mankind In Ita prescaol £tate, bie urges
very strongly that this ecxusl seleclion has
played a very imporlant part la the transfor-
matlon of the brate into the human belng.

To ascign Mr. Darwin’s tLeorics thelr proper
place, and to ascertain their real weight and
their beariog upon msn's Listory, Is
a task requirivg too  moch  patient
investigation to Le allempled  Lere;
the suthor’® eminence as a stulent of patoral
history, the labor he bas bestowed npon his
work and the modest earnestoces with which
he urges his opiolons—whils Lthey cannot ex-
empt him from the fullest criticism—certainly
eolitle him to that calm examipativo which
shonld ever characterize the search =fter troth.
While we Lave, ns before Iotimated, nelther |
tlme nor inclipation to enter upon this exami-
aslion bere, 1@ may nol bLe amies to polint oot
the prioclpal difiicolties la the way of o
general adoption et Mr. Darwin’s oplo-
ions. Ard the fl:st of these e
that the facls and  {llostmations ail-
doced by Mr. Darwin to show man’a de.

ecent from an anj:osl form, secm Lo stop far )}
viction, advanclog uo farther than




the outer wall of probability ; while “the tos- |
timony of the rocks™ goes very far to prove
that msn has been, for nges npaon age-, as dis-
tlact from the anlhropomorphops ape ashe
LOW is. 2

Another great difficulty fa the way of ac-
ceptivg the conzlusions of this work, is found
in the religions opinions so widely held with
regard Lo man's origion and desliny. These
views cannol be met and conquered by any ar-
goment from mere facte, for one aof the
priocipal etrongbolda of moat religious opln-
lons lles ounilslde the domala of the patural
sencg and  ackoowledres no  submis-
wisslon to loglc. There are other, and
perhape graver difficaltica to be overcomo be-
fore the Darwloian light suall fully sbhine be-
fore men, bu: the Elatement even
of thess shows that the pathway of tbe
pew idea Iis mot a pavad  sireot, mor
even a macadamized thoronghfare, bot & roogh
and thoruy road through an coemy’s conntiry.
Of some of these dificuities Mr, Darwia bim-
self seems not unmindfu!, and at thg close of
his work he defines eo well bis position with|
regard to certaln objectors, thal we give hii:l:-.I
tbe privilege of closing the discpssion In bis
own words : |

«“The main conclosion arrired at ln thls
work, namely, that man Is degcended from
some lowly orgavized fora, will, I regret to
think, beé hizhbly dietasteful Lo mauy persous.
Bot there can bardly be n douhl thal we are
descended from barbarizans. The astonlsh-
ment which I felt on first seeing s party ol
Fueglaps ons wild and broken shore will
pever be forgolten by we, for the reilection at
once rushed ioto my mind—soch were our
ancestoms. These men were ahsvlutely naked,
and bedsubed with pwint, their long balr was

tangled, thelr mouths trotled wjth excitemeat,
and thelr expression was wild, ftarilzd ouod




distrustfol. They po=seised hardly ooy
arts, and, like wild onimais, lived
on what they ecculd catch; they
bsd po goverpment and werc merciless to
everyone notof their own fwall tribe,  1le
who hes seen a3 eavage in bis pative land will
pot feel mueh shatue, it forced (0 acsnowledge
that the bloud of some more huomble preature
flows in fo his veins. For my own part, |
would ns soon be descended from that herole
little monkey, who braved bis dreaded enemy
ja order to save Lhe life ot bis kecper; or from
that oid Laboon, who, descendiug from tbe
mountalnr, carriad away tn irivmph bls young
comrade from a crowd 0} astopl:hed dogs—as
from o savage who delights {o jortarebis ene-
miea, oflers up bloody sacrillces, praclices in.
tanticlde without remoree, treats his wives Jlke
#laves, knows no decency, and is bauoled by
the grossest superstidona.”

It %a yme, howev:r, 1o take leave of Mr
Darwin,and wedo go with theless regret,know-
iog the lntelligence ot that pgblic which will
read this bo>k, sud feeling convinged that,
whether his conclusions arc entirely jostifiea
are not, thoy fornlsh fodd for the
soud of thought which showe, as convinelogly
as enythiog s, Darwio can say, how woch
man bas advanced from g orgipal, whether

aoimsl o barbarian.
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