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DARTWINIANISH?

Mr. Darwin's observations, researclies and
specnlations have placed him in the very highest
. Whatever may be the
ultimate verdict concerning the group  of
theories that is summarily expressed by the
word Darwinianism (a word which has ﬁjlaw

HE

recognised a meaning, and as general and
classic an acceptation as Platonizm, Epicu-

reanism, or as the terma Baconian, Newtonian,
and Cartesian) yet assuredly Mr. Darwin will
be remembered "in future times as one of those
commanding intellects who have opened now!
realms of speculation, and founded new epochsl
in science. In the work before us Darwinianism
eulminates, and the explanations given in pre-
vious works of the origin of species, and of the
ehanges produced in animal organisation by the
varied operations of the laws of selection, re-
ceive here their extremest application. Even
wlten the exposition of these laws was confined
to the lower races, such bold {heorising con-
cerning the origin of species could not be ehut
up in the halls of sciense or in the schools of
philosophers. The general public soon beeamo
stirred by such exciting spesnlations, and
hastened with more or less knowledes and skill

to share in the discussion. It was felt that these
theorizings could not stop shorb at the lower
races, buf that man must be included in theip
seope.  Mr. Darwin now boldly brings the
races of men under the keen analysis of his
i]:-hilosophiml methods, and, as might be
expected, assigns to man as an animal, 28 a
| part of the great system of nature, a history
| similar to that of other animals. He claims
for him a descent from inferior but related
| forms of life,—and places him in the Catarrhine
group of animals ; a splendid monkey with the
addition of a higher reason, and therefore with
new capabilities of intellectual and soeial de-|
velopment. Perhaps Mr. Darwin speaks too
confidently of the acceptance of his theories)
| among competent judgzes, when he assumes the|
| almost universal assent of the best naturalists
to his conclusions. That man 1is a glorified apel
we must be allowed to regard at present as an
open question. It is manifestly soin general
society, We are not yet so aceustomed to grub
ab the roots of our genealogical trecs as to be
able to reach such a result without some emo-
tion. We may aceept the Plantagenets and the
Normans, or the Patriarchs and Antediluviane,
as our progenitors with some satisfaction, but
we shudder as we pass these en rowfe to somel
wandering primifive savage, or some non-human
ape. In merey to our pride of birth and blood,

| which is after all a creditable sort of pride, we

must beg that this question may be an open one
a little longer.

We may be allowed, however, to assume that,
as a scientific question, the Book of Genesis
gettles nothing at all abonf the natural history
of the aniraal we call man. Whoever Adam
may be, it seems fo us that his history repre-
gents the advent 'of the dirine element intag
hinmanity, and not the entrance of humanity
itzelf npon the surface of the earth, Seripture
grandly ignores man till the breath of a divine|
life i3 breathed into him, and leaves us
free to rapge the earth in search of traces|
of the human or simply snimal occupanis of the
planek before this last and highest development
was altained. From this time humanity be-
came a unity—" one blood "—whatever tribu-
tary streams might have existed in separate
channels antzeedent to this event. It seems
to us that there is a strong analogy belween
the advent of Christianity among, the religions
of the world, and the birth of the Divine life 1n}2
the earliest history of man. Christianity aflirms SSSs
all the scatiered and isolated iruths halff :
articulately uttered by other faiths, and blends
them into one. And so, if it is afficmed by
science that the Pre-Adamife man was derived
by one er many streams of descent from half-
hiuman savages or non-human lower types of] x
animal life, yet it is no less true that these®
lower roots of humanity are effectually buried |
in the earth, and that, since the crisis of human
history which is represented by the wm‘n} or
the fact which we are told to call Adawe, there
is a Divine glory cast npon humanity 5:;]11-::]!
nothing in the past can efface, and which tJldilll(l:l
all the races of man into one indestructible ;
unity. 4

If this be granted, we really see no good
renson why we should fall into nervons tremors
when secience traces the undoubtedly strong

| analogies between the human form, in it abtrue-f

fure and development, and those: of lower
animals—even if the conelusion deduced from

IF such be onr origin, we are
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