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Political,

"Tax further report from the Select Com-
mittee on the. inistration of the Land Law
~contains the evidence of Mr. Fitzgerald, who stated
that he had been head of the Roads Branch since
mmd ve information as to the manner in
!'OIdg- are applied for and set_apart for the
-oonvenience of the ]:n.d:d.l.c‘i:l The “idan]:.e of flhl
gentleman was given with considerable abi
and it would luﬁ been more edifying, no duug:
if the chairman had at the outset put to him a
-general question, and given him an opportunity
of stating the general practice of the department
in to applications for and the proclamstion
-of public mdl:. As it is, there is a looseneas
-about the examination of a kind which is ton

characteristic of inquiries conducted by,

select committees,

The substance of the evidence givan by Mr,
Fitzgerald is that the Government proclaim roads
sometimes at the request of the Works' Depart-
ment, and sometimes on the suggestion of dis-
“rict surveyors, but generally m_z\fer petition from
the public resident in the locality. The Govera-
ment have also reserved roads in anticipation of

settlement as a matter of public ?oliey. After
giving this evidence he was asked, " Then how is
it that after population has set! fencing put

up, and improvements made, Government have
been asked so proclaim roads over so many im-
properties i There is a sublime sim-

plicity about this question. It might be ex-
cusable in a “mew chum” totally unacquainted
-with the P‘etioul history and the existing land
icy of the country ; but it could y
necessary for the information of mem-
bers of the Assembly who know the scatteg-
ing process which has been encouraged during
the last twelve zmd who ought also to be
aware that lan ut roads must be as ua-
profitable a8 manufactories without a market,
'gtnrs.rephu = Thm_mmoe?ord TeASOnS
y it is necessary ; one is, that in many cases
thhndilnotclwcdltthstimtho{oadis
.selected, and that a shorter and better way is dis-
covered after the occupation of it. Another cause
lntludagdnim;lforugldin adim%g:itmnu}
.anticipaf would be required. opening o
a new gold-field would require a more direct and
‘better road be necessary for mere ceca-
Ehm" These reasons are obvious and sufficient.
the Government has abandoned all inter-

it must be guided by circumstances in regard to

short distances from each other, and the settlers
have two tracks badly kept, when, if the money
were not so divided, they might have one good
zoain road.

There are, no doubt, many instances where
Government has had to pay heavily w:‘{ of
«compensation for land, because it had failed to
anticipate settlement—)ust in the same way that
it has had hpqgguﬂ] for land resumed for rail-
mpﬁ t circumstances of this kind are
b oo g st g sty W b

rivate i uring
typyaul, sold for s.so:" hndrhiohﬂ;z
-could not now for a pou
per acre? The mment bas encouraged the
le to take up land wherever fancy may lead
m.iizhmtnp!dtomudsur schools, or any
- of fﬁ. conveniences 1::: ei ﬂl life,
it is following up its policy with an army
of surveyors and rol!mnkm and schoolmasters.
If sometimes hrsnams havo to be paid for land
which has been tﬁinn away, to open a road
haﬁﬁﬂutﬂmt, c_exponlulé;nmh?:h borne
a8 A ve ve , W was
Sbted with the tnvmtion of cating up the
:r{‘inw small farms, and which bi
t in the acquisition by individuals of enor-
mous private estates. .
ing to the evidence, * there.are in the
«ffice a great number of cases in which transit is
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almost a right, and transit is almost
impoesible use the roads are not pro-
claimed on account of the expense

-fencing” ‘Already many old farms have
This incom
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case of a

proclaimed road” “Would i
have the ri tloho&dmnaino:h‘ prsess
over them1” “Yea” % And not be liable to logal
ma;aw:ui 3::&- 80" zh.ahur t?:d last
ok, b prodpitssfn Kncking" o T

ey
to legal consequences,

Natural History.

By Ganans Kaarre,

Remarks on;s-w Creations.

Maxt persons believe that all living
earth were created just as we find the
day, and that after the fmst
Almighty special creations
bable, however, that the meaning of Beripture is
somewhat different from the general interpretation to
which we have been accustomed, and though we do
not know whether life began with * protoplasms ' or
‘' Gregarine,” or with ud“t'nm euried hither on
meteoric stones, as sugges y some philosophers,
80 much is certain, it was * from small s :a like
Romeof eld'’ that this earth, and what is on it was de-
Nature must have her time, will have her

m at present
sot of the
It is more pro-

'I.ime,ll;.d had her time, or geological records go for

nought. The Grest Power who creates, in the
E‘faperumnfthe word, differs considerably from man,

with all bis efforts he has not yet been able to pro-
duce s single distinct species. Let me try and give &

few examples :—We have pigeon, rabbit, and poultri

fanciers in Sydney, and we often admire the splendi
ecimens of * careful selection ™
ows. We decorate them, and award medals to the
spirited breeders, but then our efforts come to an end.
As long as we mind our domestic friends, and watch
them as we do our cluldren, so long will the;
continue to improve, but when this care ceases, an

they select for themselves, then the points produced

by artificial selection are lost. This has, of course, been
discussed lomg ago, and is now tolerably well proved.
* Breeds deteriorate” is the expression, because we do
not know better ; but the animals simply obey the laws
of nature, and return to the parent stock from which
our artificial and unnatural system caused them to

diverge for s time. Let me illustrate my meaning still
more, Bu pose you bhave a valuable " pouter" or
A" mun]r or any other fine and domestic

bird, and “lad tfm.m igeon '
and sup or gen

joinl'lhapnﬁnmm“ﬂei;thomdmmm
and stop up the gutters of the Museum in College-
street, and you will soon find that in spite of all their
fine airs, the progeny of the pouters in course of time

goes back to the rock pigeon breed, just as a half

civilised black man drops all his finery the moment
he rejoins his tribe. 1 have known an aborigine, a
smart fellow, well disciplined, and clean, strut about
with a glorious uniform of blue and gold in the morn-
£ng.(m uhm the;ame mnwithdnin but a sh
on (very short and very dirty), a corrob

night. Whmmdmsumi_adhimﬂf nen)
little fire, thanking the power in whom he be)
that he was & * savage,” and had no nped
work like “a white man or a bullock.” Wi

similar examples in the more intelligent Ne
landers, and a friend of mine, an old eolonist,

on fish so caught, though a han
furnished home was at her command.

Take the most in t of human N
him adrift, and prevent him from keeping time,

he will soon cease to know whether it isBu.ndlE

Monday. Every man who has been * on the wallaby '
in this country, or who has lived for some d with
our blask nomadic race, must know that from civili-
sation back to the life of m savage is but a step. As
soan as the last bit of m:‘]: is gone civilization censes,
dirt becomes a matter of indifference, and when the
salt too is run out the primitive charcoal fire is pre-
ferred to the fryingpan, chiefly because ashes season
the mest thus romsted aa well. Bome le think
that all savages are fond of salt, but k Austra-
lians are not, still they imbibe a modioum of it
through their primitive mode of cooking, and in
another way by eating the saline * pigface,” not our
favourite (L.h of civilization, but the plant called
Mysembreanthemum aguilaterals (with my compliments
to the botanists, and a request to study bmi‘tx in
future). Whast else is our passion for the pursuit of
wild animals than s remnant of our once savage life—
how eager and how cruel are boys, who are sup

to be nearer to some savage ancestor than educated and
grown up men. How soon does the excitement of the
chase, if too much indulged in, lead to savage habits,
and how easy is it, neglecting to apply that most
powerful lever of modern society, education, to send &
people back to barbarism and cruelty. There are
some men who kill and destroy whatever comes
within the reach of their gun, h in ninety-nine
cases out of & hundred they do not know whst to do
with the creatures whom they deprive of the
grandest gift of the Creator—life,

Not to pursue the subject farther, it comes to this,
we cannot keep our artificial b g up, and all our
varieties, when left alone, return to the primitive state.
I mentioned the p who build on the Museum,
and differ in nothing from the original rock
pigeon of Europe—the supposed primeval stock of all
the domestic breeds. Doge furnish another proof of
reversion. Din are pleatiful near Sydney, on the
North Shore st and the scarcity of the black
wallaby is great in consequence.
at one time almost diss; [

According to our best authorities the have

from wolves, and the dingo is nothing else
ffu: a kind of wolf. It is by no means impoesible
that, after & comparatively abon‘ﬁnod. a pair of
common dogs run wild re-sssums o aspect
and the erect ears of wolf or dingo; they forget

hrtl:i'.jut a & dingo will learn to bark in
captivity.

it must be clear to most that man
cannot create life, and it must be also ¢ to careful
observers that

creation in the true sense of the word
mﬁnu-mduquu. though we may fail to
ow

see or understand it mammals and birds which
come more y under our notice, suddenl;
8 we not know how; we never

before, we are perl old residents
in s district are

because differ more or less from certain
well-known . Have they. suddenly been
created in the lmn.wani &h':rmnuclﬂ
nature's own or o example
the new satin of nmm'mdiuhumuo!

the late Mr. Rawnaley. This bird was shot in'a garden
near Brisbane, I believe, and has ht arange wings.
li';:;‘ s ...ag.."f““i‘
they are ue, without other . 1s
mmd.mﬂuwmmdx it not s proaf of
power Almighty, or nsture un
His control, and also of the continuity of
creation? Mr, ters has shot peveral birds

at our annusl

L 8o o

lately near Homebush
oncé noticed 1
near the

distriets, and

the shape of the ekull, I-Ilg resembles that ** bobz: t::
contention,” the ancient Zygoamaturus, now :
by wrong name of Nototherium.  This
native bear was probably overlooked, and has perhapa
the common native bear.
sunke turned up of late, which naturalists will
species or s new creation,
It certainly differs most remarkably from the species
of snakes which I had the pleasure of catching,
there are but few left on this side of the city at least.
Is this snake s mew creation? Another example,
Having looked for all sorts of reptiles in out
bourhood for years, [ was fond enough to believe that
nothing had escaped my eye, and yet 8 new and most
was lately found mear Ryde, dis-

known
co-existed

consider & mpew

remarkable fi

covered by

creation, or was it simp

observers ?

10 believe that it is allied
which the lats Rev. G. B.
same district and presented to the Museum, but which
he was unable to identify again when I drew his atten-
tion te it. At all eventa here is a very large, very
ugly, and highly interesting form added to s fauna
dered to be well known,

With the lower orders, such as insects, shells, ke.
uent, and some are foun

which was cons

new forms are more
almost every day by
varieties only, but’ when varisties are plentiful and
perm ey must be classed ns species. It isin-
comprehensible that man with all his cunning eannot
uce by selection & kind of animal which, when
eft alpne will cease to go back to the original stock.
On the other hand, the power which controls the
universe causes speciea to vary without man's inter-
terence, and become permanent, and thereby gives
msn a good deal of trouble when he tries to classify
such new produstions. We have examples enough of
ess with which man scoommodates
himself again to lead the lLfe of » a
come when all oivilisation,
and perhaps all life—as we know it—must cease
for & time st least. If the next cycle pro-
duces an improved
vent the art of
these men of the future will be considera
hew to classify the profusion of empty bo
shapea which every excavation near a former Austra-
lian city is destined to bring forth.
they will think of them.
Not to speculate u
fact that
for so many

anent,

the quic

and the time

E ll'l

when

which are decidedly

society.

PostscrirT.—Bince writing the above the mail has
come in, and with it the usual periodicals, which do
so much to enlighten us
one E:pﬂ' in particular by Mr. H. J. Carter, F.R.8.
on “ Points of distinetion
Foraminifers,"” 1n which the,learned &
“In these d‘.:“"'

t, darkness, motion, ten
are only rel.nl.iveu"ul:l degree; and the degree to which
we can appreciate them depends upon the power of
our brains respectively, which is limited."

The mind (taken in ita general sense)
comprehend anything beyond the power of the brain,
which builds up the whole
a_portion of itself to be used b
developed, bearin

remarks
nothing,

Thus, in the

does mot perisl

comprehend.

B Cuostom House,

i species which | Lady Belmore's teas st from £4 1la. to £7 10s. .
bﬁwﬁ .t:mﬂ.ha.. others uih,mhutm&hs&uhmw markels snce
ppear
science, and could not well have escaped the obser-
of s0 k des

r. Gould or others; they may be
called varieties, but they came from well explored
eneral resemblance to certain

snd private contraoct within the
40 feet, Nowtown Road, st

r. Tait purchaser ;

House, 40 foet frm?a. at £1
::l?hm;athl mli\lunm5 the B
Botany, about 43 acres, at acre—
chue.rr:' allotment land, 70 feet from
E:h“in' at ﬂcfmt-, n]lntms;{. hﬁﬂ'

mbert-st wmperdown—Mr.
Messrs. Ft’hhndnb and Wronch sol
suction, at from £60 15a. per tom for 70-3 assay up to £72

Newton, and Lamb sold 990 bags tin,
oent., which were quitted at
uby, £73 Ts.6d.; 8
3 2a, 6d. ; Littlo

£70 Gs.; Wheal

500 bags b ore at

slive, and I am
to, or identical with, a frog

£72 12s, 6d. ; Baal Gammon,
£70 12s, 64.; Hogue's C
£69 6s.; Vegotab
Tiengah, £656 ; Glendower,

At the produce sales held on the 23th ultimo hides were
in better request, and slightl
tained for well-cured med
dull of sale, the only

I

By Messrs,
7d. per Ib., 76 st 64d., §

£

skins od. goa L

12s. 6d. Hair, at 213d, to 23}d. JM No, 1
at £33; HM, 11 at £32 2s. 6d.;
CMPCo., 8 at £36; H, 12at £32
&;ﬂhh,lwmau;mm 1,88t £3%; U,8

. 6d,
£30 1., 'nt £38, 1 at
By Mr. Bridge!

3

calfakins at Gs. 3d.;

race of wen, who to 25d. Horns at I

wine and brewing

—

L8248 34 3

I wonder what
such subjects any more, it
has

When the flesh is re-
is not much difference in human skele-
ole, and the greatest philosopher cannot
from some well made savage, except,

dre improve the race, and if so in which
ill improvement tske place?
h test ambition of man is to fiy.
i ve caused artists to attach wings
Bfures when trying to represent

brata can have only two pair of limbs,
(4 winged beings the arms
be so arranged that

or skin, instead of making
tures six-limbed. However, since the best naturalists
consider birds to be nothing but an aberrant form of
reptiles, such representations will probably be looked
with less favour by future generations; and
these generations have become reconciled to
what may be considered disagreesble facts—when
they have learned to understand man's proper posi-
tion, and his relation to the rest of the animal -
dom, artists of the future will, perhaps, cense to feed
the imagination of their fellow-men with subjecta
ainst the laws of nature.
Many poor, ignorant, and superstitious persons firmly
believe in such impossibilities; and the sooner they
are enlightened on the subject the better will it be for
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y Mr. Tnl::n.-—lmthn: Harness at 16d. to
at 14d. to 364d., basils at 10s., kip at 213d.
at 2s. 7d., sole at B ht

y at 3a. 3., tweed st 3. 8. to 4a,

AUBTRALIAN PRODUCE.
[w. MorT AND c0.]
London, May 15.
The wool sales, which commenced on the 34th April, are still
, and will terminate on the 315t instant—ths arrivals in
{ime having been aa follows:—

New Bouth Wales and Queensland
Vietorian ... -

or outsiders. There is
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a relation to the latter somewhat
similar to that which steam bears to a ateam-engine.

ilosophy of the Buddhists, the mind
brain ; while Christiani
promises & resurrection of the fesh. This digresaion
merely to show that we should not deny orafirm
that which is beyond the power of our draims to
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Commercial.

OUSTOMS DUTIES.
Beturn shows the amount of Duties collestsd at
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Pllotage

Harbour dues

TuE opening of the half-
an im

Englidh, shippers

at a preposterous
advices of this character
valued at £107,000, has since

made to guit
'wo

P
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goods at auction, without
; n‘.)l:;h R M.Hhhdﬂmﬂ
raquebar’s cargo of Bourben sugars, at a decline
£2 to £3 per ton on ration sorts, and the balances
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