






































14 ON THE ACTION OF PURGATIVE MEDICINES,

appearance mn it at all* Several years ago iodide of potassium
was proposed by MM. Guillot and Melsens as a remedy in cases
of lead-poisoning. The lead, they consider, is present in the
body in the form of an insoluble compound? which it makes with
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Fic. 2.—Diagram showing the manner in which substances are excreted by one
organ and reabsorbed by another, so that they circulate a long while in the
organisin before being expelled.?

the tissues, but by the administration of iodide of potassium 1t
is rendered soluble. It then finds its way into the circulation,

1 % Bernard, ** Physiologie Expérimentale,” tom. ii. p. 99.

3 Guillot and Melsens, ‘¢ Archives Générales de Médecine,” 4th ser.av. p. 617 ;
and Melsens, ** Annales de fhimie-,” June 1549,

3 The absorption of substances excreted by the salivary gland is indicated an
the figure as taking place in the stomach, and their circulation is called gastro-
salivary ; but it is very probable that a considerable portion of them passes through
the stomach into the intestines, and that enferp-salivery might be a better term.
Similarly, the absorption of bile has been represented as taking place in the duo-
denum, and that of pancreatic and gastric juices in the jejunum, but thisis only
to avoid confusion in the drawing, and not to indicate the part of the intestine
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