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MINOR NOTICES.

Mr. DARWIN has prepared a secondedition of his masterlywork, The Variations of Animals and Plants under Domesti
cation", in which he has embodied the results of his continued
researches,and of communicationsfrom correspondents,during
the seven years which have elapsedsince it

s

first appearance.
Mr. Darwin adopts the excellent plan o

f giving a table o
f

the
principal additions and corrections which h

e

has made, from
which it will be seen that it is only on some minor points of

detail, which d
o

not disturb his general conclusions,that h
e

hasi. to retract or modify. The chapters on PangenesisandInheritance have been partially remodelled. It is unnecessary

to repeat what has before been said o
f

the high merits o
f

this
work a

s
a model o
f clear, precise,and delicatelyadjustedscientific

statement, in which a vastbody o
f

scattered facts seem to take
ordered shape, a

s if b
y

natural crystallization. There is n
o

straining o
r twisting o
f argument,but only a quiet, steady ac

cumulation o
f suggestive observations. If
,

when the work was
first published, there wereany doubts a
s
to the soundness o
f any
parts o
f

the evidence,these must now b
e

removed b
y

the seven
years'sifting to which it hasbeensubjected.
Dr. Richardson, whose Utopian ideal o

f
a town under perfect
sanitary control was the chief attraction o

f

the Social Science
Congress a

t Brighton, has just published a
n important work o
n

the diseases o
f

modernlifet, basedupon a series o
f essayswhich

h
e

wrote someyearsago, and which h
e

hasnow developedinto a

more comprehensiveand systematic treatise. This work is in
tended,not a

s
a meretechnicalwork, but for generalreading; but

the author gives warning that any onewho expects to find in it

“domestic medicine,” o
r

revelations o
f

the arcanum o
f medicine,

will be disappointed, and explains that, avoiding everyinfringe
ment o

n

the art proper o
f curing disease, h
e

has confinedhimself
solely to the science o

f prevention. This is undoubtedly a
n

aspect o
f

the subject which is toomuch neglected,and it is to be

hoped that Dr. Richardson's weighty observations will receive
attention. It may be thought that on some points he pushes his
conclusionsrather too far; but there is undoubtedly a sound body

o
f

truth in his earnest warnings. Ile lays great stress on the
avoidance o

f

strain and worry in connexionwith mentalwork, o
n

prudent reserve in physicalexercise,and o
n

the alternation o
f

work
and rest. He has n

o

tolerancefor stimulants o
f any kind; but

recommendscareful diet and scrupulouscleanliness,not merely in

person and a
s regards the clothes worn next the skin, but in

regard to a
ll clothing, which, h
e holds, should b
e frequently

changed, and never worn threadbare. Perfect isolation is his
first principle in regard to contagiousdisease,and stricter care
against the intermarriage o

f

disease is also very strongly insisted
lipOIl.
'sºme time ago,Mr. Armstrong, who hadalreadyattractedatten
tion b

y
a poeticaltragedycalledUgone,publishedthe first instalment

o
f
a trilogy to which h
e gavethe name o
f

The Tragedy o
f

Israel.f
The first part was devoted to Saul, and nowwe havethe other two
parts, dealing respectivelywith David and Solomon. There can b

e

no doubt that this is in various ways a production displaying
genuine power and original thought. Mr. Armstrong's object
appears to b

e
to showthat the Jewish kings were,after all, human

beings like the rest o
f

us. How far h
e

has in each casecaught
the right key to the historical characters which h

e depicts is

perhaps a question upon which much deep criticism might b
e

expended;but it would, after all, b
e

rather thrown away. The
best way to appreciateMr. Armstrong's work is to take it simply
for what it is—a vivid dramatic poem, dealing with various
problems o

f

human passion, suffering, and trial. The language
and often the ideas are entirely modern, but this only helps to

bring out the essential humanity o
f

the men before us, and the
reality o

f

their flesh and blood. Saul is represented,not a
s

the
champion o

f despotism and superstition, but rather a
s
a dis

appointed reformer,somewhat in advance o
f

his time. In David
we have a touching picture o

f

the inward struggles o
f
a man o
f
a

warm, impulsive nature, who b
y

his passionatefaith in God
and his feeling that h

e
is in a mysteriousand specialway God's

choseninstrument, is led to regardhimself a
s

raised above the
ordinary level o

f

his kind, and entitled to indulge himself in

freedom from ordinary restraints a
s

the reward o
f

his peculiar
mission. His thoughts soar “high a

s
a
n eagle, to embracethe

world,” and h
e

has visions o
f

“one unfound ineffable splendour.”
which is to completehis life:–

Still thewhitepeaks,andstill theheavenbeyond,
And inaccessibleandviewlessrealms,
And heightswithout a name! and if I climb,
What end ? andwherethequiet o

f

theheart,
Ambition'sbalm ? whereperfectempery,
The slumber o

f

oldpride,thesatiatesoul?

In the midst of these loſty aspirations he finds himself struck
down b

y
a sense o
f

his fleshly weaknessand degradation. Then
comeAbsalon's rebellionand death,and David himself thenpasses
away dreaming o

f immortality. Solomon is shown carrying his
ambitious wisdom and insatiablecuriosity to the furthest limits,
till, finding himselfsuddenlychecked in a grandscheme of universal
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conquest,and his strength o
f

mind and body also failing him,

h
e gives himself u
p
to despair:-

Emptynow
My life a

s
a drainedgoblet,andmydays

Raw as a drunkard'sdawn.

- * * - - -

This life o
f

man is utterweariness;
Theworld a burthen,gallingeveryhour;
Mist,mistaround,above;shadowandsun.
Shadowandsun; faintformsthatglint andfly;
Sandsshiftingunderfoot; n

o

staſi o
r stay !

My wisdomwasmerefolly!
And his last words are:–

Out uponthisgreylife o
f nothingness:

Mr. Armstrong's style is not only vigorous but polished,and he
has a certainlargeness o

f

utterancewhich giveselevation to his verse,
without making it heavy. Altogether there is muchfreshnessand
power in thesepoems,though theymay perhaps in some passages
uzzle thosewho are accustomedonly to conventional views o

f

criptural personsand incidents.
The author o

f

The King's Sacrifice" is rather a prosy poet. In

his preface h
e anticipatesthe objection that h
e may b
e thought to

b
e

somewhat obscure,but h
e explainsthat this is unavoidable in

treating o
f “themes, which n
o

one has ever yet succeeded in

making easyreading.". As regardsthe first piece,which gives the
title to his volume,this excusemayperhaps b

e

allowed. It tells
the story o

f Nezahualcoyoth,King o
f Tezcuco,who was not only

“the poet,legislator, astronomer,and first warrior o
f

his age,”but
“yet more,the prophetand religious reformer,”and who set him
self to regenerate h

is country b
y

suppressinghumansacrifices,and
supplanting polytheism b

y

the worship o
f Ipalnemoani—“Him

by whom we live; the Unknown; the§º of all Things.” He
finds, however,that the time is not ripe for theseadvances in civi
lization, and, maddened b

y

the murder o
f

his son, h
e gives himself

u
p
to the priests,and allows them to “slay and feast” a
s

much a
s

they like. It may be thought a proof of courageandself-confidence
that a poetshouldburden ...}. in his efforts to bemelodiouswith
suchwords a

s Popocatepeth,Quelzalcóeth,Tenochtitlan,Mizcoazin,
I’ilmanazin, and the idea and machinery o

f

the story are a
ll

o
f
a

mysteriouskind. The subject is not inviting, andwe cannotwonder
that the writer should fail to make it “easy reading.” In “Oak
burn,” a sketch o

f

modern society, however, h
e

has a better
chance. This is evidentlywritten in imitation o

f Tennyson,and

is a striking example o
f

the distinction betweenreal poetry and a

merestringing o
f

words. Here is a sample:—

In a haze o
f glimmeringlawn

And titter o
f girl-TattonsMabelswam

Till Teashould b
e proclaim'd;andwhilethetall,

Scant-headedDr. Firloein theair
Portray'dthesun'spenumbra,pencill'dup
The conformationo

f

hisphotosphere
Like willow-leaves,MissRibbledale, a

s

who
Shouldsay,“How sweet,howinterestingnow !”

A meeksmilesent to meekresponsiveCheek,
Perpetualcurate o

f Dydelle-cum-Dish.
Or, again:—

Thequestionrising if needwere to spoil
Hot cakeswithwaiting,Mrs.Tattonthought
I}ecisionlay withMabel: promptlyCheek
Was handingMabelmuſin. As h

e

did it
,

ShylywithMowbraysteptthestrangerin—
Tall, slender,with fineeyes.

And then we have the heroic climax:—

And RolandsatwithMabelthroughtheTeal

In the seriouspiecesthis prosy wordiness is perhapslessoffensive;
but the writer o

f

these four hundred pages o
f dull, lumbering

versehas certainly mistakenhis vocation.
Mrs. Pfeiffer + i.

"

undoubtedlythetruespirit o
f
a singer, though

her execution is apt to b
e

crude and wayward, and what she has

to say is very unequal. She is certainly not successful in her
ballads,and we are led to suspectthat the apparentease o

f

this
form o

f

verse temptsher into a carelesshaste. the sonnetsshe

is a
t

her best,and this may possibly b
e

due to the restraint which

is imposed b
y

the necessity for careful choice and economy o
f

words in this style o
f composition.

“Violet Fane,”f the author of Denzil Place,has composed
anothervolume o

f

weakandwatery verse—if verse it can b
e called,

for, exceptthat it is printed in the form o
f verse, it is only ordi

nary prose. There is so fa
r

a
n improvement in her presentwork

that there is n
o repetition o
f

the improprieties which tainted the
earlier one.

Mr. Williams hasproduced a voluminoushistory o
f

theMidland
Railway $

,

which, though perhapsrather overloadedwith gazetteer
matter,§. a very interestingand lively picture of railway enterprise. We are shown the successivedevelopments o

f
a
n

ambitious
and enterprisingCompany,always o

n

the alert; now dashing into

a neighbouring territory, now meeting a
n

invasion o
n

it
s own;

if baffled in one direction, immediatelyseeking an outlet some
where else, and all, the while steadily spreading it

s long feelers
over the country like a vigorous octopus. . It is quite thrillin

to follow the almost incessant warfare between the Midlan
and other railways; the desperateconflicts for traffic now a

t
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