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PREFACE.,

—.CS e

In the February number, 1879, of a well-
known German scientific journal, ‘Kosmos,’
Dr. Ernst Krause published a sketch of the
life of Erasmus Darwin, the author of the
‘Zoonomia,” ‘Botanic Garden, and other
works. This article bears the title of a
¢ Contribution to the history of the Descent-
Theory ;” and Dr. Krause has kindly allowed
my brother Erasmus and myself to have a
translation made of it for publication in this
country.*®

As I have private materials for adding to
the knowledge of Erasmus Darwin’s character
I have written a preliminary notice. These
materials consist of a large collection of letters
written by him ; of his common-place book in

* Mr. Dallas has undertaken the translation, and his
scientific reputation, together with his knowledge of German,
is a guarantee for its accuracy.
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folio, in the possession of his grandson Regi-
nald Darwin ; of some notes made shortly after
his death, by my father, Dr. Robert Darwin,
together with what little I can clearly re-
member that my father said about him; also
some statements by his daughter, Violetta
Darwin, afterwards Mrs. Tertius Galton,
written down at the time by her daughters;
and various short published notices. To these
must be added the ¢ Memoirs of the Life of
Dr. Darwin, by Miss Seward, which appeared
in 1804; and a lecture by Dr. Dowson on
“ Erasmus Darwin, Philosopher, Poet, and
Physician,” published in 1861, which con-
tains many useful references and remarks.*

* Since the publication of Dr. Krause’s article, Mr. Butler’s
work, ¢ Evolution, C1d and New, 1879,” has appeared, and
this includes an account of Dr. Darwin’s life, compiled from
the two books just mentioned, and of his views on evolution.

[Mr. Darwin accidentally omitted to mention that Dr.
Krause revised, and made certain additions to, his Essay

before it was translated. Among these additions is an
allusion to Mr. Butler’s book, ¢ Evolution, Old and New.’]

[First Edition, Nov. 1879.]



|

NOTICE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

——<Y——

TaE present differs in no important respect
from the first edition. The title-page has
altered, a footnote has been added to the
preface and a table of contents to the bio-
graphical part of the book has been appended.
A few points require correction.

Since the publication of the first edition
some further knowledge of the Darwin family
has been gained through the researches of the
American genealogist Colonel Chester.* Mr.
Darwin’s papers show that he intended to
erase the first five lines on page 1 and replace
them by the following passage :—

“ Erasmus Darwin was descended from a
family of yeomen who lived for several gener-
ations on their own land, apparently of con-

* Further researches in the same subject are now being

made bg Mr. H. F. Burke, Somerset Herald, adsiy=Br.

The results will appear in a forthcoming part of

/ Aﬂ[éscellanea Genealogica.
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siderable extent, at Marton in Lincolnshire.
The great-grandson of the first Darwin of
whom we know anything, seems to have been
a loyal man, for in his will made in 1584 he
bequeathed 3s. 4d. ¢ towards the settynge up of
the Queene’s Majesties armes over the quearie
(choir) door in the parishe Churche of Marton.’
His son William, born about 1575, possessed a
small estate at Cleatham, at no great distance
from Marton. He considered himself a gen-
tleman, bore arms and married a lady.” It
was this William who served James I. as
told in the 1st Edition.

P. 2. Erasmus Earle (from whom Erasmus
Darwin probably derived his Christian name)
should have been described as of Heydon
Hall in Norfolk, and as representing Norwich
in the Long Parliament.

The allusion to William Alvey Darwin
(p- 5.) is misleading: it should have added
that he was the ancestor of the elder branch
of the family, the present possessors of Elston
Hall.

At p. 85 it is said that Dr. R. W. Darwin
received no pecuniary assistance beyond £20
from his father and a like sum from his uncle.
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It appears however from papers in the pos-
session of Mr. Reginald Darwin that he got
£1000 under his mother’s settlement, and
£400 from his aunt Susannah Darwin.

At p. 106 some account is given of Erasmus
Darwin’s contributions to medicine. To these
an interesting addition may now be made on
the authority of Dr. Norman Moore, It ap-
pears that some progress towards the dis-
covery of the relation of albuminuria to dropsy
had been made before the time of Bright.
Van Helmont and Cotunnius knew something
of the matter, and Erasmus Darwin in quoting
Cotunnius adds his own observations on “muci-
laginous diabetes” in a case of what was
clearly anasarca due to renal disease. These
observations are mentioned as being of im-
portance by Dr. John Blackall who in 1795
observed in the wards of St. Bartholomew’s
Hospital a case of dropsy associated with albu-
minuria, and who showed in 1813 that in a
‘certain type of dropsy, albuminuria is present.
Finally about 1827 Bright showed how renal
disease was the cause of albuminuria, and thus
completed a valuable advance in medical
knowledge. Erasmus Darwin’s share in the
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evolution of our knowledge on this subject
was not large, but it seems that he was on the
verge of showing that his “mucilaginous
diabetes ” was what is now known as albu-
minuria.

The epitaph in Breadsall Church is given
at p. 127. A similar inscription has been
recently placed in Lichfield Cathedral.

ERASMUS DARWIN, M.D., F.R.S.
Physician, Philosopher, and Poet,
Author of the ‘Zoonomia,” ¢ Botanic Garden,’ and other works.
A skilful observer of Nature,
Vivid in imagination, indefatigable in research,
Original and far-sighted in his views.

His speculations were mainly directed to problems
‘Which were afterwards more successfully solved by his
Grandson
CHARLES DARWIN,

An inheritor of many of his characteristics.

He was born A.p. 1731. He resided in the city of Lichfield
from A.p. 1756 to A.p. 1781. He died A.p. 1802, and was
buried at Breadsall, Derbyshire.

His first wife MARY, daughter of CHARLES HOWARD,
lies buried in the Close.

These lines are inscribed beneath a bust

erected by=Mellrancis Galton in memory
Ans-oranddacher.

October, 1887. ’—’—«
M// \,T;/ }4' § /

yMW % //'/g/( ( .,V.ﬂ‘}— —

W




TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE
BIOGRAPHICAL PART.

Erasmus Darwin’s ancestry, 1— Introduction of the name

Erasmus into the family, 2 — Erasmus Darwin’s grand-
mother inherited Elston Hall, 2 — His father Robert,
“a person of curiosity,” lived at Elston, 4 — His brother
Robert a botanical author, 5 — Erasmus the fourth son
born at Elston Hall, 12th December, 1731, 5 — His elder
brother Robert’s account of his youth, 6 — Goes to school
at Chesterfield in 1741, 6 — Correspondence with his
sister Susannah, 7, 9 — Her diary, 7 — Goes to Cam-
bridge together with his two elder brothers in 1750, 11
— Takes the Exeter scholarship at St. John’s College, 12
— In 1754 goes to Edinburgh to study medicine, 12 —
Mr. Keir’s account of him while at Edinburgh, 13 — His
letters to Dr. Okes, 14 — Returns to Cambridge in 1755
and takes the degree of Bachelor of Medicine, 16 —
Settles as a physician in Nottingham, Sep. 1756, 16 —
Correspondence with Reimarus, 16 — Shorthand, 16 —
Leaves Nottingham and settles in Lichfield, November
1756, 19 — Marries Mary Howard, Dec. 1757, 20 — She
died in 1770, 20 — Letter to Mary Howard, 21 — Account
of his profits from 1756 to 1778, 25 — Marries, 1781, the
widow of Col. Chandos Pole of Radburn Hall, 26 —
Removes to Derby and settles at Breadsall Priory,
27 — Acquaintance with Rousseau when at Wootton
Hall, 27 — Letter on infanticide, 28 — Long-continued
friendship with Keir, Day, Small, Boulton, Watt, and
Josiah Wedgwood, 29 — Letters to Josiah Wedgwood




TABLE OF CONTENTS

30 — His character according to Mr. Keir, 35 — Letters
to his son, Dr. Robert Waring Darwin, 37 — R. W.
Darwin’s account of his father, 40 — Dr. Johnson and
Frasmus Darwin; their mutual dislike, 41 — His
religious and political opinions, 48 — Detestation of
slavery, 46 — On the side of the American colonies, 45
— Sympathy with Howard, 47 — Mr. Keir’s account of
his character, 49 — Letter to his son Robert, 1792, 50 —
His opinion on the risks of retirement from professional
life, 51 — Manner of travelling, 52 — Dr. Robert Dar-
win’s notes on his father's character, &c., 53 — In 1784
the town of Derby had no Infirmary, 54 — Erasmus
Darwin draws up a circular proposing a free dispensary
for the sick poor, 54 — In the same year he takes chief
part in founding a Philosophical Society in Derby, 55 —
Persistently inculcates the evil effects of intemperance,
56 “— Note on the oldest temperance societies, 57 — For
many years never touched alcohol, 57 — Miss Seward’s
story of his swimming ashore from a boat when half
intoxicated, and then haranguing the crowd from a tub,
58 — Visited by Mr. Edgeworth who gives an instance of
his humanity, 60 — Miss Seward’s testimony as to his
charity and kindness to the poor, 62 — Gratitude of a
Newmarket jockey, and of a highway robber, 63, 64 —
His value of riches, 65 — Letter from Mr. Edgeworth on
the subject, 67 — Portrait of him by Wright of Derby,
68 — Freedom from vanity, 69 — George III. suggests
that he should move to London and to become his
physician, 69 — Prefers a country life, 69 — His irasci-
bility, 70 — Miss Seward’s life of Erasmus Darwin, 70
— Tts inaccuracies and false statements, 71 — Suicide
of his son Erasmus — Explanation of Miss Seward’s
bitterness, 79 — Mrs. Schimmelpenninck’s Life, 79 —
Account of his children, 80 — Charles born, 1758, died
1778, a young man of extraordinary promise in medicine
and science, 80 — Erasmus born, 1759, died 1799 : of
peculiar tastes, 83 — Robert Waring born, 1766 (father
of Charles Robert Darwin) died 1848, 84 — His
character and abilities, 85 — The children of the second




OF THE BIOGRAPHICAL PART. xi

family : eldest daughter Violetta, mother of Francis
Galton, 87 : Sir Francis, physician and traveller, 87 — His
commonplace book, 8 — His botanic garden at Lich-
field, 1778, 89 — Hence the poems ¢The Botanic
Garden,’ and ¢ Loves of the Plants, published 1788, 90
— Mr. Edgeworth to Sir Walter Scott on a supposed
plagiarism, 91 — Letters from Horace Walpole and Mr.
Edgeworth on his poetry, 92, 94 — Cowper and Hayley’s
poem in his honour, 95 — ¢ The Loves of the Triangles,’
96 — First scientific publication in the Philosoph. Trans-
actions, 1757, 97 — Letters to Josiah Wedgwood on
scientific matters, 1784, 98 — ¢Zoonomia ’ published,
1794, 102 — Various subjects discussed in it; his
anticipation of modern views, 105 — Medical practice
and treatment of the insane influenced by his writings,
106 — Dr. Maudsley and Dr. Lauder Brunton on his
views, 108, 109 — He recognises the principle of inherit-
ance in disease, 110 — Prophetic sagacity as to ¢ Micro-
scopic Animals,” 110 — The ¢ Phytologia’ published in
1800, 111 — The view that a plant consists of a system
of individuals originated with him, 111 — Treats of
horticulture and agriculture, 112 — Fertilising"properties
of bone-dust first theoretically explained by him, 113 —
Forecasts of modern thought, 113 — Struggle for life,
118 — A plan for the conduct of female education in
boarding schools published in 1797, 115 — Much in
advance of his age in sanitary matters, 117 — His
interest in mechanical invention, 118 — His various
inventions and machines, 119 — A speaking head for
Matthew Boulton, 121 — Artesian wells, 122 — Meteo-
rology, 124 — Erasmus Darwin died at Breadsall Priory
on April 18th, 1802, 124 — Buried in Breadsall Chureh,
127 — Ernst Krause on the scientific works of Erasmus
Darwin, 131.




ERRATA.

line 14, for * wilt,” read ¢ will.”
24, for “Bolton,” read  Boulton.”
23, for “benevolent,” read “ benevolence.”

14, for “younger,” read *eldest.”

10, for “1849,” read “1848.”
5, for “ 10th,” read “ 18th.”
17, for “ the rough-haired,” read “ as the rough-
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