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A PEEP AT MR. DARWIN.

In & recent number of the XIX. Siccls, M. Francisque Sarcs)
the brilliant French writer aod oritio, deacribes a visit whioh
has paid, in compsny with M. Barbier, the tranalator of Mr,
Darwin’s works futo French, to the authorof “The Origin o

eoles,”” at his residence at Beckenham. 3. Sarcey, afta
raferring to the trees, felds, and hedgerows of Kent, with whi
be appears to have besn quite obarmed, and after showing tha
Mr. Darwin is of  retiriog dlrzum:m, and rarely granta a

to 2ot

The scrvant was aslsting us to take off onr overconts wh
Darwin .pll:.:d"dd' He

?hmd'ton 1-'-'.'1’5:-:“ having seen I expl

em to oursel . Ie

@ little stoopiog, wrinkled, suffering old man. I kuew, indeed,

that he was seventy-six, and we wers told in our lettar of in
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:l‘:n ﬂl;.n The characteristio featare of the

very warmly. He
dhrp'hy.d u{mwua' of white teeth, Everything aboat him
denotes at once healts and strength, and seams built to live til]
he fs st least a hundred years old. Ho speaka freely of his ags,
and of which he foresees, and not withont a shade of
melancholy. ‘It iz = pity to bave to go,” he said te Barbier,
* when one has atill so many things to do. AsX proceed in the
study of natare, I discover vaster horizons, and I feel that T
mu’ not have time to reach them.” He limits his ambition to
finishing two works, which be bas already commenced. One is
the life of his gund!lther. who was a celebrated physician, and
who, like himeelf, was overmhelmed with abuse by the contemp-
tibla and the bigoted of his time for ha: ventared to break
a lance with certsin of the wi

The other is a work upon the faculties of motion possessed by

lants.

Ly duced us Into a drawing room, the doors and
windows of which epened wpon a large garden. There wore
y & few persons In the room, and to thess he presented us,

He then sat down upon a very high armchair at the chimney-
oorner, where there burned (in the middls of summer ) a tolera-
bly biz cosl fire. We were placed upen much lower seats, so
that from the beight of his arm chafr, and with bis tall Agure,
not an inoh of which he lost, he towered above us and rezambled
one of those veterans whom Victor Hugo likes to draw in the
Lagende des Sidcles, a0d whom be oalls * AVsole.”’ Darwin does
.o! speak Frenoh, end he exoused himaelf for it with great
politences, As he speaks slowly~aud perbaps hs had the Ei'l:ll-
nesa to moderate his utterance outof regard to the ignorance of
bhis gueat—I half vnderstood theseore of what he had said, and
Bu:‘ller explained to me the rest. Ho has a very harmonious
veice, and I did notnotice in him that ruttural accent which
slways astonishes our French ears smong his fellow-oountrymen.
He explained to us tblt‘in Lis dsy, Prench was not taught to
ung pupils, and that, later, he bad thought of learning it, but
{:Il a0 opportunity m'emm& itself for his making a long voyage
of exploration and atudy. Thisjournsy round the world did not
last than five years, On hisreturnbe was eogaged in ocou-

to bim.
**'The Origin of Bpecies.” "Will it be belleved, ha worked twen
years in the ehadow of hia retreat, isolating liimself i bis l.ibou?
withont revealing the secrst of hin studies to the learned
societies, without relaxation, in silence and patience, besauss he
was sure of himself sod of fame! All {n the drawing-room,
ucﬂn Darwin, spoke French fluently. The eompany consisted
of hia zon, his wife, two of his dsughters-fn-law, and anather
lady. Wepamed into the diniog-room, and the ladies, natarall:
enough, asked me particolers about the Comédie Frangaise an
risian thestres. Thoconverestion was very lvely, Dar-
win, who heard the Iadies laugh, torned snme! m the coa~
versation which he was boldh&wml Barbier in English, to ask
whntIhldﬂl.fld. It was repented to him, and he gave & good

natured smi
o was sfterwards good enough to take ms into bis study,
I know not with what emation I entered the room from which so
many fine works have fssued. I have passed my fiftisth year,
gt my beart beat iike that of & aohoolboy abeut to be presented
Viotor Hugo, It is very slmple and severe, thisatudy, enlivened
by thesun shedding its ﬂ.ﬁ& over{tin waves, The walls, from
top to bottom, are concealed with books, Two book-cases, also
mm the middle of the l‘lga One is foll of volnmes,and, on
the other ars all sorts of scieal nts, 3
we bad a good look round, Darwin took us back again into the
deawiog-room, where the rest of the company were awaiting us.
The cooversation was made very animated sod t by the
®ood humour of the Mlu.“‘!ublﬂ. howaver, wth the
of the clook, and at the time which had been presaribed,
he beskoned to me to_take leave, Duﬂ‘n rose mmhl :
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