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t Stonelenge has sunk considerably below the |
level of the surrounding ground through the |
same agency.
% It mus wever, not be forgotten—and so

impartial a theorist as Mr. Darwjn is careful to |
remind us of this cause of posaibia error in his
own calculations—that the washing down of soil
© from the neighbouring h gher lands and the
. deposition of dust have together aided largely in
! the work of concealment whén the ruins are so
. placed as to permit of the action of these sub- ||
A ﬂ:di_a.ry causes. At the same time, the worms, ||
‘i while helping to preserve ancient monuwments, |
' have done much ., to destroy them, by||
undermining their foundations. The smooth-
turf-covered expanses which we admire
are mainly due to all the inequalities |
having been slowly levelled by worms. ““‘Itis |}
a marvellous reflection,” Mr, Darwin remarks in |
closing his volume, ‘‘that the whole of the i
24 superficial mould over any such expanse has|®
"% passed, and will again pass every few years, ||
4 through the bodies of worms. The plough is|®
one of the most ancient and most valuable of | &
' man’s inventions ; but long before he existed ||
* the land was in fact regularly ploughed, ||
¢y and still continues to be thus ploughed, |*
- by earthworms. It may be doubted i”
.+ whether there are many other animals which |
i, have played so important a part in the history
.+ of the world as have these lowly organised
' creatures.” Worms are, mevertheless, poorly
' provided with sense-organs. They cannot see,
¢ for they ' haver no eyes, although their
. scattered nerve-knots enable them just to dis-
. tinguish between light and darkness. They are
¢ deaf, and bave o a feeble power of smell ;

the sense of toucﬂ alone is well developed.
They can, therefore, learn little about the outer
world, and it is surprising that they should
exhibit some gkill in lining their burrows with
‘their castings and with leaves, and in the case of
some species, in piling up their castings into
tower-like constructions. They even exhibit—
‘what 18 still more wonderful-—some degree of in-
o belligence, instead of mere blind instinctive im-
* pulse, in their manner of plugging up the
& mouths of their burrows, ¢ They act,” to use
&% Mr. Darwin’s words, ‘“in nearly the!
¢ same manner as would a man who had
' to close a cylindrical tube, with different
=% kinds of leaves, petioles, triangles of paper, &e.,
&8 for they commouly seize such objects by their
% pointed ends.” Such are a few of the numerous
* points Mr. Darwin aims at elucidating in his latest
¢ contribution to knowledge. The book is certain to
. be so widely read wherever the English language
' is understood, and, like all. Mr. Darwin’s other
i works, to be translated into the tungues of the
& civilised world, that it is superfluous wasting
. words of eulogy overit. Itis sufficient for those
= who know the writings of the greatest of modern
< maturalists to say that in careful observation,
“& impartial generalisation, and literary form it is
% surpassed by none of its predecessors; and,
& while not inferior to any of them in scientific
8 value, it is likely to receive a more unanimous |
# % welcome fhan could be accorded to some of Mr,
"+ Darwin's earlier volumes,
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