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DAEWIN ON THE EARTHWORM.

When a man bas devoted hslf a century to the careful
inveetigaticn of asubject, and at the end of that period | Rk
gives the rewults of his labours to the world, it wighs | o
vaturally be expected that he wonld publish romething
well worth reading ; but when that man happads to ba |3
Mr Darwin, it may safely be said that a book emanating
uuder guch circumstances from hia pen would meet with

'a reception the confidence of which must dissrm all
criticism, For Mr Darwin is not like other men, Nok
24| ouce only, nor twice, nor yet thrice has ha come fors
‘ward as the exponent of some new theory, or tha
narrafor of some strange and almost incredibla facts,
His publiched works now number nearly a score, and
overy one of them, from the cclebrated *Origin of
Species ™ tothe one which now liss befors ud, marks |
» distinet extension in the realms of knowladge
No living man, perhaps no philosopher whom the world
haz ever seen, has encountersd such farious opposition
or met withsuch severe and bitter criticism as tha illus-
trious expouent of the theory of evolution ; but he has
lived to ses the opposition of old dwindle away fo SEEE
gl £} nothing, and to earn the respect and even commond the e
Pl g reverence of the most uncompromiring of his critics
o And why is this?  Ts is not only on account of his beil 03 L0 2
S liant geniuw, of his extraordinary powers of obsarvation | L3 e B
S nox is it eolely due to his honest expression of convigtion JISESEEY
Sl or of doubt. More than to eithar of these if is im conse- NS
N quence of his inflexible love for the truth, and nothiag
e but the trnth, This, as it seems to us, is the kay to the
B AR AL P unigue position he has won for bimself, Yaars ago it
SR Liad comoe to be said, even amongst thosa who differed S8
S foom bim most widely, that the most powerful [
| srguments ageinet Darwin’s views were to ba §
BT oihe S found in bis own works, Whils he adduced every

NS fact which had' led him to formulata this or

S0 that theory, he as honestly and dizpassionataly discnssed

avery fact of which be was possessed that told agalast

{ him ; and thus bis opponents, even at the very oniset of

the attack, found that all their artillery was in the

enewy’s camp, Tha brilliancy of hia goniua is only

g equalled by its versatility ; no subject ssems to hava coms
LW amiss to him—coral reefs and veleanoss, zoophytes and A
{0 =0 barnacles, flesh eating plaats, insects and orchidy, man | EES
bimgelf, and now in his latest work the humble sarth. |5

: Worm, ,
. 4s long aco as 1837 Mr Darwin read a paper before

Sy the Geological Society of London on the action of
worms 1n the formation of vegetable monld, in which ha
. pointed out that worms wera prime agents in tha

| formation of eoils, and that the monld had passad
R mapy times through the intestines of worms, and would
. 5 do so many times again, Like most of his opinions
(O] when  first  enunciated  this view was ‘warmly
0l controverted, and for upwards of 40 years the enbject
WSS bao lain dormant, bot notin the mind of Charles Darwin

(858 He has had time to test his conclusions and to aceumu. i
late facts, and the result is that he adheres firmly to his
opiniona of 44 years ago. ]

After a brief introduction, the first two chapters of
the book deal with the habits of worms, the third iz on
the amount of fine earth bronght up by worms to the
eurface, while the fourth treats of the part which worma
Phat have played in the burial of ancient buildings, snch as

LN old Koman cities and villes, Tha next two chaptars ara

g . B concerned with the denudation of the land by the azency

A o : of earthworms, while the seveuth and last chapter gives,
H @8 in a epace of eight pages, a summary of the worl,

Earthworms require for their environ menk a goil which

ig not too sandy or gravelly, and whioh is sufliclantly

et 100isk, They breathe through ths gkin, and can liva for

B4 rome months under water if it is not too cold. They are

#% nocturnal in their habits, and emerga frowm their

® burrows st night, not infrequently leaving them aod

wandering abouf, in which case they do mot appaar

S8 capable of finding their way back again, They often

e A iy ) through the day just within ths months of thelr bur-

BRI rowe, whence they are” placked out and deatroged "in

@ 1arge numbers by birds, especially by blackbirds and
B8N thrusher, Though they possass no eyes, thay noverthe
Y Jees have the power of distinguishing between light aud
darkoess, snd beat abrsty retreat when brightly illa.
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