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LECTURE AT THE NEW ENGLAND WOMEN'S
CLUR,

The regular jecture was gives at the club par-
lors yesterday afternoon by Aliss M. A. Hardakar,
her subject being “A Beoientific Study of the Wo-
man Question.” At the beginning, allusion was
made to the unwillingness of socia! reformens to
submit their problems to sclentitic treatmant, to
tle alsposition on the part of phileswphers and
ciitics to apply such treatment, and to the sSmall
results usually obtained by it. These failures
were explained the complexity of the
data on whith ressuning mist Da  Dased.
Hitherto arguments for sexual Ioequalicy
of irctelleet had been reared gpon  Ccom-

risen of Uraln welzhts and measuréments,

lis had made the argunents zon closa and spe-
cifte, and had led to much uselrss balliperency.
To be valuzble jo the present scate of scieotl
krowledge, the argument must reést aposn the
moel general truths, and the Lacts of braia weight
and size could only he used ta thelr bearing on
the geueral coneclusion. The ?urpm af tho pa-
per was to Start from apiversally admitted scian.
ufic facts apd to create from ¢ an argnment

whiclh p-ust be indestructible so long as the
metnises were allowed.

l

1he most geseral prirciple to whieh the in- -

cquality of power in men and women could be
referred was the jpseparsbibity of matter and
foree; a largeé amuunt of watter represents pnrsé
power than a small amuoot, aod this law includes
vital organisus as well as inorganic massas. Un-
der pruper test covditions, tue amount of power
evelved Ly any wvital organiem i3 in direct ra-
1o to the gize and weight of that organism. [f,
tten. ?u:mm of power ia 1o portion to the
size of the body, the question of yuan! ity of pawer
is zottled in favor of mea. The weight of all the
men ot civilzed countries would excesd thal of
w'l the women by probavly fiiteen per cent. An-
other aceepted truth of mndaro séaance 15 that all
buwan exergy 18 derived Irom the food and is an
exact equivalent of the amonnt of foud gonsamed
and nesinlated. The amount of {ood assimi:ated
by men excecds that appropriated hz wumen Ly
AL least twenty cenl. This fact bas pupular
receznition in the bigker rate of board demauded
for meén. This reafhrms the conglusion that men
must represent more power of some Lind
than WonLoD. It may be more muscle,



MOst TePTerent mure pPower o sSome Kina
than WoLen. It may be more muscle
but it muost be wore of something. i
the ecollective weights and food-assimilating
powers of men thonld éver fall Lelow those
of womep, we $iould see a reversa'! of present
1€5ults. The haman body obeys the same laws of
the copfervation and translunmaton of epergy
which pertaln to ike fuUIFG unDIverss ol matter.
The kind of power evolved by buman beings will
bLe derermined by irdividual organization. Foeod
converted into muscle wall reappesr as work;
food converted into brain action will re-appear as
thoug bt and epeech.

In arriving at quaelitotive differences in the
power of the sexes we are foreed LY the barren-
vees of anatomical knowledge to reason from the
quality of tke produoct back to the quality of the
organ which produred it. Fineé manofactares
argue excellent machinery; skiiful workmanshi
pruves o teained eye ana bhand; an extiwtion o
work is equivaient 0 exbibition of s
agencies. A barrel of Lramms i3 of mno
secount orless 1t produce a EODE OF & si0am
copine. From “Hamlet,” “Faust,™ and “Mul-
dlemarch,” we reasen back with ahsalale cer
. tainty 1o the qoalitative excellence of thé brains
ol shpskspeéare, Goetbe and Giorge Edot. Lt is
- tuleraldy estalidished that women pessess a larger
awount of acival oervons inatter io preportion
ie the size of the body than men. bDut thils mat-
ter distribnted aver the bouy in the form of
gangha and Blaments would inpcrease aeositive.
pese apd Labihity to nérvuns disease without ip-
creasice 1tho Inteliectoal mmechanismm, 1. ¢, it
would Indicate a preponderance of emotion—a

bysiolegical théory which all facts confirm.

Cvifence wad aduaeed to show that the istellee-
tual aclivn nl women can never overtake that of
min &+ & fex in the lactor of time. This can be
1eakoned out froan general physwingical tiaths,
1be example was take*n of a puvacd of bread Lo he
o nverted into thoaz bt by twe perfons—ibe man
wolghieg 150 and e woman 130 pounds. le an
baiwonious balancieg of physical lunctions the
rarte of masticatiup and of do.loti-lon will lié lees
in 1he wimwan., She wil oot be able to swalluw
the pound of iead in the same time. The ab-
st Litj suriace will Le less. the digestive julces
peces»>ary t.nn fqoal amonnt of fvod cannotl be
secreted $0 quickly in 1he smaller organism, The
bread ¢an trapdformed into thought maore
speedily 1o the larpg€ nrganis Heno , Lthe aver
agé condillons reidalning A% at present, mén will
l?wlp be atle to think m-Te thad wemen in 3ny
given time. This pririty of develnpment has his-
tone cunfirmation, and wa are boand o take ac.
ceuant of the nhvaielomical law in castins*up oar



argue excellent machinery; «kiiful workmanshi
pruves o teained eye ang band; an exbimition o
work is eguvaienst w0 exhibition of js
agencies, A barrel of Lramns i3 of mno
reconnt orless it produce a EODE OF & si0am
copine, From “Hamlet,” “Faust,™ and “Mul-
dlemarch,” we reassn back with ahsalate cer
« tainty to the qoalitative excellence of the brains
* ol sShpkspeare, Goetbe and Giorge Ellor. It i3
- tuleraldy estaliished that women pessess a larger

awonnt of acival oervons inatter in preportiog
tn the size of the body than weo. but thbls mar-
ter distribnted over the bouy in the form of
gangha and Blaments would inpcrease seositive.
pese apd Dabihty to nérvuns disease without in-
creasice tho Inteliectoal mecbanismm, 1. ¢, it
would indicate a preponderance of emotion—a

bysolegical theory which all facts confirm,
Evidence was addaced to show that the istelles-
tval activn nl women can never overtake that of
mim &s & Fex in the lactor of fime. This can be
reasaned out froan general physwingical tiaths,
Tbe example was taken of a puvocd ol bread to he
or averted into thoazbt by 1wo persons—ibe man
wolghieg 150 apd e woman 130 pounds. Ie an
bajwonious balancing of pbhysical lunctions the
vate of masticatiun and of do.lotizlon will Léless
In 1he wmwan, Sbhe will oot bé able to swallow
the pound of nead in the same time. The alb-
sopLing suriace will e less, the digostive juices
peces*ary oo fqoal amoant of feod cannol be
secreted $0 quickly io 1he mmaller organtsm, The
bread ¢an trapaformed into thought maore
speedily 1o the larp& nrganis Hene , Lthe aver
aze conditlons remmalning 4% at present, wen will
always be atle to think m=re than wemen in any
given time. This pririty of develnpment has his-
tone cunfirmation, and wa sre baand o take ac.
count of the physiological law in castingsup our
eolumn of probabihlies for the future intellec.
tual equality of the scxes. The inverse rato be-
tween coividuation and  maltiplication was
quoléd o shew that the amount ot euorey trans
formed hi- WOm B ID IALETHILY WOst always he
drducted 1rem the gross amcunt coarertible tnto
iztellectusl action, and it wa< shown to be math.
cmatically demonstrated that aa abselate intel-
lectual rqumt{’ul the §#xed was eéquivalent tv an
eatinetivn of the bumsan raer,




