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A HOLIDAY IN SHROPSHIRE.

(Continued from p. 213.)

THE first excursion of the Cambrian A rcheologieal
Association was held at Shrewsbury on August 2,
the whole of the day being devoted to an examination
of this town. Botany appeared in foree in the person
of the President, Professor C, C. Babington, of
Cambridge, accompanied as he was by several
botenical and horticultural friends : the Woolhope
Club, of Herefordshire, was strongly represented by
the Rev. Prebendary Davies, of Moor Court, and
ather members, including Mr. W, Phillips, of Shraws-
bury, and the Rev. J. E. Vize, of Forden : the latter
gentlemen, however, found greater attraciions amongst
leaf fungi than old churches, and so left the party.
At Shrewsbury railway station the cympany was
strongly and nohly reinforced by the prasence of the
Rev, W, Allport Leighton, the eminent lichenclogist,
50 that taking the excursionists all in all there was
fuite as much botany (especially cryptogamic botany)
as srcheeology represented in the members. M,
Leighton, hale and hearty, carried a poctfolio (appa-
rently of botanical specimens), and a roll {apparently
an illuminated address), so that some one asked him
if he proposed dilating on the Schwendenerian hypo-
thesis. Not he; he was one with Dr. Nylander, and
did eot believe the hypothesis had a leg to stand
upon. Had he ever refuted the hypohesis? No,
he had better employment for hi; time, the
hypothesis did not disturh him ; it had been refuted
and turncd inside oul wver and over again. LHd
Mr. William Phillips give credence to the Schwende-
nerian hypothesis? No, he did not believe a word
of it; he was one with Mr. Leighto1, with Dr,
Nylander, the Rev, James Crombie, and Dr. Cooke,
Among the other crytogamic botanists at Shrewsbury
there was not one with a favourable word for the
Schwendenerian hypothesis. [Were they familiar
with the cultural evidence supplied by Bornet and
others: ? Eps.] What is the Schwendenerian hypo-
thesis? It is that the small plants known as lichens
are rrally small fungi parasitic upon Alge, Every
one who has looked at old wooden rals by damp
ditch sides, or at tree trunks in humid woods, must
have notlced the bright preen stains on the wood and
bark ; this green colour is caused by the presence of
myriads of small green unicellar plants termed Alge,
Lichens grow on old stumps and stones, and fre.
quently resemble small black warts, and when these
lichens are cut in two numerous green cells (like
Alge|, named goniifia, are seen within them. Schwen-
denersays these green cells are really Alge, and that
the lichen which encloses them is a parasitic fungus.
Parasites are generally very much smaller than the
objecis they prey upon, but here is a parasite a
thousind times larger than its host: it is like an
elephent being a parasite on a fly. Now, if a very
big thing is parasitic upon a very littl: one, one
would naturally expect the little one to be speedily
extinguished, but in the case of the lichen Alga hypo-
thesis the little Alga thrives well under the attack of
its huge chimeera: it likes its attack, thoroughly
enjoys it, and, as Schwendener himsell says, the
parasiie excites the Alga *““to more rapid acl‘_[vil)r
and more vigorous increase,” The hypothesis
is not universally accepted in this country at present ;
neither, for that matter, is the identity of Fcidium
berberidis with the corn mildew. Mr., Leghton is an
excellent antiquary, and he brought with him to the
railway station plans of ancient British, Roman,
Saxon, Norman, and medimval Shrewsbury, No
more sble and indefatigable guide than Mi Leighton
could have been secured ; he was with the party the
whole of the day, traversing and explaining the town
and its buildings from end to end, The first place
wisited was the Castle 3 of this nothing bul mounds of
earth indicate the ancient British and Saxea positions,
of the Norman work only a gateway and square keep
remain.  After mounting to the highest paint, onto a
huge mound of earth, capped by a pretty little gat-
den, an excellent view of Shrewshury is obtaned, and in
the distance, on The Mount, Frankwell, may be clearly
geen the birthplace of our famous countryman, Charles
Darwin. This house was pointed out as one of the
sights of Shrewsbury, and in respectful renembrance
of the graat philfmn]}hﬂr': admirahls teaching a gmall
eketch of the house was made on the mounnd with
the camera, and i3 here reproduced (fg. 47). Mr,
Leighton, who was a schoolfellow with Charles Day-
win, mwetains many pleasant remembrantes of his
school companion as & boy, and afterwards as a

man.  One trifling recollection it may be admissible
to print. Darwin ind Leighton as lads were fond of
plants and gardering, One day Darwin brought
a plant to Leighten, and told him that his mother
had said if he counted the litile threads (pointing to
the stamens) inside the flower, he could find out its
name. *‘But how can that be done?” said Leighton,
#Ah 1" replied his pardening companion, ** I cannot
remember that,"

The school founded by Edward VI. was visited,
and then 5t. Mary’s Church, founded by King Edpar :
Canon Lloyd descrbed the architecture and glass of
this fine building. Architecture and plasz, however,
not being such specilities of the Gardeners’ Chronicle
as gardeners and gardening, a transeript of an in-
scription at the e:st end of the church may here
sufice. It is in memory of a Mr. John Gardener, of
Sansaw.—a former magter of Sanzaw, a planter of
trees, and in all respects an excellent * gardener.”
The inseription runs—

* Gratia saneta Del tbi fulsit, care Johannes,
Ex re nomet habes, hoc tua vita probat
Horti cultor es : tibi cura solo, pologue
Plantas egregias addere summa fuit,
1628."

It does not rhyme—the author was perhaps not quile
equal to it ; but if arhyming translation may be ven-
tured upon, the following may answer :—

* Dear John, a gift from God has shone on you ;
Your name, and useful lite together, show it
The garden wall yen tonded, cheics plants Erew,

To earth and hezven's glory.—Now all know it,”

Fjri- 4F:—DBIRTHFLACE OF CHARLES DARWIN, SHEEWSBURY.
{PROM THE CASTLE.)

I cannot answer for the last four words, but if any
reader of the Gardeners’ Clronisle can produce some-
thing more satisfactory, let him send it on to 41,
Wellington Street for printing.

The abbey of 5S. Peter and Paul was next visited,
built parily inthe elerenth century ; here a handsome
stone pulpit, belongirg to the former refectory, stands
dishonoured and overgrown with weeds in a railway
coal-yard, An inscription in the building records a
curious gift of coats inthe following words:—** Methu-
salem Jones, Esq., left ten Coats, viz., five for Men
and five for Women, o be given to ten Paupers of this
Parizh every fifth Day of November for ever,” At the
Dissolution a part of the abbey was pulled down and
the structure known 25 Whitehall (because it is alto-
gether brown) was built out of the ruins, The old
abbey stonework is chiselled into form to suit the later
style of architecture halonging to Whitshall.

At the latter place there is a magnificent Walnut
tree, here illustrated [fig. 48)); the circumference at
4 feet from the ground is 15 feet 74 inches; the
spread of the branches is over 40 yards, This tree
probably dates from about 1550, Walnut trees seldom
attain these dimensions ; perhaps some readers of the
Gardeners' Chronicle may, however, be able (o refer
to other large specimens.

The last place visit:d was the * George Hotel;”
here the members of the Cambrian Archzological
Association, the Woolhopeans, the numerous members
of the Shropshire Archeeological and Natural History
Society, together with many visitors, sat down to a
good dinner. To the writer of these yules a
large dishful of hot Mushrooms was bronght
(truly an unexpected pleasure) : on helping himself
somewhat liberally a Shropshire arch=ologist came
hurriedly forward and begged that the artist’s valuable
life might not be risked before consulting with Mr.

William Phillips, a famous fungns authority, who
at that time, said the arch=ologist, was most foriu-
nately in the room, W, &. Smirh.

(Te d¢ consinugd.)

BIRMINGHAM BOTANIC
GARDENS.

A FEW days since I wvisited these altractive and
well-kept gardens, where I saw many admirably-grown
specimens both in and out-of-doors, together with an
almost endless variety of novelties and rarities, with
all of which I was much pleased, Having first found
Mr. Latham, the energetic Curator, we at once pro-
ceeded on our ramble through the numercus plant-
houses and stoves. In the first of those I entered
Gluriven superba (Methonica) was the first plant to
altract my attention, This grand greenhouse climber
is 20 seldom met with that one is apt to forget it
altogether ; although it was introduced nearly two
centuries ago from the East Indies it still seems little
known, and certainly is deserving of more extended
cultivation. Here it is, winding its way along some
wires fastened to the roof, and preducing its lovely
orange-coloured blossoms in profusion. This plant
is worthy the notice of those who must have exhibis
tion plants on trellises or suchlike, for which purpose
it is admirablyadapted, Passing on, a fine form
of Oncidium Krameri was notewortiy, as was alzo in
close proximity a fine pan of Rhipidopteris (Acro-
stichum) peltala. Some fine pieces of Phalxnopsis
were suspended in baskets and thriving admirably,
Among these were P. amabilis, P, grandifiora, P.
Liiddemanniana, and others. I alsonoted some good
Nepenthes, of which N. Sedeni was producing pitchers
freely, Among other objects of interest in this house
were fine plants of Dracwnas and Crotons, of which
latter C. majesticus was most noticesble, being highly
coloured.

Leaving this we entered the Cattleya-house, where-
in were a variety of large well grown specimens,
which occupied one side of the house, the other
being devoted to choice Ferns. There were but
few Orchids in flower here, but among those flowering
may be mentioned Oncidium intermedium, Lelia
purpurata, Stanhopea tigrina, and Odontoglossum
Schlieperianem. T also noted Russelia juncea, which
was producing abundantly dts heads of scarlet
tubular flowers, which, springing from amidst its
grassy foliage, were quite charming. Some fine plants
of Sundews (Droseras) in variety nest met my gaze,
znd closely associated was the New Holland Pitcher-
plant, Cephalotus follicularis, To some rare and
interesting Ferns I next turned attention, foremost
smong which was Gymnogramma FPearcel, a neat
and attractive plant, somewhat resembling in
general structure G.  decomposita, but differing
from this im its neater fronds, and failing ta
reproduce itself wilh the freedom of the latter,
A fine plant of Thyrsopteris clepans was a
frature in itself, and less may scarcely be said of a
fne pan of Niphobolus (Pelypodium) Lingua corym-
liferum. Some large plants of the giant scaly Fern,
Cetarach aureum, concludes a few of the most note-
worthy occupants of this house. Next in turn came
asmall stove, in which Clerodendron fragrans flore-
pleno, was flowering freely ; here I also noted a nice
katch of an oft-neglected plant—Scutellaria Mociniana,
and which, when well managed, is one of the cream
of stove-flowering plants ; its huge heads on large
plants are most conspicuous. The batch in question
were young plants, and promiging well. Leaving
this we came to some large spancoofed pits, in
which were fine specimen Gleichenias, . dicarpa,
flabellata, rupestris, and Spelunces being repre-
sented in large handsome specimess, Here my
altention was drawn to some large plants of that
most curious of carnivorous plants, via, Darlingtonia
californica, the leaves or pitchers of which are very
slender at the base, widening till the zpex is reached,
where they recurve and form a hood, from which
extend two leafy wing-like appendages.

My guide next led the way to the eool-house,
which is set apart for a variety of plnts either not
censidered hardy, or deemed too rare to be subjected
ta the conditivus of the weather outslde,  The first to
chim attention was Fraparia indiea, from which
numbers of its scarlet fruits were hanging ; then came
Linaria pilosa, a pigmy Snapdragon smothered with
flowers ; Tulbaghia violacea, producng its delicate
shaded flowers on stout stems, which have a most
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