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Darwiii,

After the death of Agassiz no rival remained
for Charles IRR. Darwin, who died yesterday.
As students of vegetable and animal life in all
their forms these two great minds carried more
| knowledge in their brains than all their prede-
cessors in  the same ficld kunew. ~ They
entered into the heritage and greatly
enlarged its bouundaries, To their keen
and patient eyes the coral yielded the
secret of its formation, the smallest fish
and the most delicate flower gave up tho
story of their lives, while the glacier and tho
ocean Dbed, the depthis of Southern forests
and caves far in the north were soarchod for
tidings of the origin and ancestry of man,
Agassiz maintained that man, though regem-
bling in many ways in the structure of his
body certain of the lower animals, was
distinguished from ‘tho highost of them
| in a manner that nothing but a special creation
" | could acecunt for, Darwin contended for an
unbroken line of ascent from the most rudi-
mentary form of life to the highest. Obsery-
ing how overy living thing 18 modified by its
surroundings and noting thousands of in.
stances in which highly complex creatures
had  plainly been developed from exceod.
ingly humble progenitors, he came to the
conclusion that the same creative process,
and not & new and separate creative act,
accounted for the appearance of man. As
he saw the world with it8 ever changing con-
ditions it scemed manifest that if time enough
were nllowed every existing veriety of structure
could be conceived of as flowing from the pro-
toplasm which is undoubtedly the base of all
physical life. Ile never, however, took the
ground of Leing able to submit full proof ex-
ceptin the case of the horse.  With reference
to the more important families of living things
ie admitted the absence of links of perfect
kinship. The absence he rccounted for by
denth and the disintegration of long ages.

i Pointing to the slow and chance processes by
which from rocks and pits and caves proofs of
I connection between many animals now differ-
entinted hnd been rocovered, he deemed it not
‘ | unrcasonable to believe that in thwe the proofs.
needed Lo set his theory on the firm basis of
dumonstration would be secured. As to man,
t he admifted that there was no existing
monkey, nor any one known to geology,
which could bo spoken of as his ances-
| tor. Thero was, he conceded, a missing
| link of the largest kind ; but by a process of
| hizhly ingonious reasoning, he concluded
that this valuable piece of evidence had besn
lost with a continent which is supposed to
| have been overwhelmed in the Southern Pa-
citic Qcecan. Against all this reasoning and the-
orizing Agassiz pressed tho stern logic of facts.,
Nature, he held, varics within certain limits, but
not beyond them. He pointed out four well
marked orders of beings, and defied any one to
produce proof that the lines of oither had
| been crossed, a challenge which Mr., Darwin
l did not take up and which for persons of less
| ability to meet would have been sheer imperti-
{ nenee. The gulf between man and the highest
| monkey known tous s g0 great that to theorize
upon how it might be bridged is sheer idleness,
There is no gradual approach of the monkey's
brain to the size of the human. The Terra
del Fuegian has a brain double the gize of
| that of any monkay ever known to exist.
Agassiz also pointed out the fact that thero is
an essential difference belween the foot and
the hand, that notendency can be shown to the
merging of the one into the other, and that
evory monkey has four hands and i1n no cage
anything that can becalleda foot. To thesedis-
| tinctionsis to be added the enormous gulf made i
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by articulate speech. DBetween this and gut-
fural sounds there is no analogy or likenecss at
1 all. The capmxeity of Shakspeare can be seen la-
tent in any brain that can be tuught to read hins,
which has been proved to be true of rapresen-
tatives of the lowest race of men in cxistance ;
but the tie betweon Shakspeare and an an-
cestor who never spoke a word, had nobody
to speak to, nobody to teach, and so far as
| appears, no impulse to speak, seemed to
{ Agassiz altogothor too imaginative 6o be
admitted to a place in sober science.

No mistake, howover, could be grenter thap
to belleve that Darwin's position as a thinker
and scientist depends upon the acceptation or
rejection of the theory with which his name is :
generally associated. Inthe first place, the the-
ory 15 as old as the hills. It was neccssarily held |
by the first materialist, and cannot be avoided
by any Pautheist. The Greeks wrangled over
it three thousand years ago, and the Egyptians
turned it over long before Babylon perished
or Rome was built, It is novel only to those |
who are learning the alphabet of litera.
ture., It disturbs those only who have |
not discoversd how little the equanimity )
| of life deponds upon any theory, and how
greatly it depends upon truthfulness and good
fecling. Altogether apart from this, Mr, Dar-
win's additions to the sum of human knowl- |
edge will give him a high place among the
tenchers of the world. Ile devoted himseclf to
the gervice of Wisdom at the outset of his lifa
and has never furned his back upon her altar.
For more than fifty years he has thought, l
strmggled, made long, laborious journeys, en-
dured hardships and faced many perils, to the |
end that he might contribute something to the
“enlightenment of his fellow man, Every page
of his work bears the stamp of honesty, When
Charles R. Darwin can be cited as authority ,
for any statement of fact, no intelligent man I |
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will doubt it.

He had the enormous nierit of holding truth
far above all theories, his own included. 'T'o
be veracious was more to him than the praiso
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of princes or the gold medals of royal ;]
gocieties, In this respeet he may be | |
likened to a capable newspaper eoditor, |
who roserves his opinions for the editor. | ]
inl columns, but takes every cars fo koep | ]



' the news columns free from the least distor-
tion. Itis also to Darwin’s honor that he
took frequent pains to point out the weale
spots in his own philosophy. He belioved
that in time the missing evidence would be
produced, but he desired no man to be blind
to the gaps actually existing.

Among the othor misapprehensions existing
concerning Darwin 18 that he was an atheist
or materinlist. He was, if anything, an Agnos-
tic-——one who did not pretend to knowledge of
the origin of life or the future of it, but who
could see in the sum of things that whioch no
tongue can utter nor any humau brain com-

prehend,
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