SIX UNPUBLISHED LETTERS OF
CHARLES DARWIN

WILLIAM E PRAEGER

T WOULD seem that to biologists all letters of Charles Darwin
would have an iterst of their onn even if the contents are of
ahight importance I therefore presume to prosent thesc letters  With
the exception of one which was published 10 a local paper, none of
them seems to have been printed  They are all addressed to Robert
Patterson of Belfast, Ircland, and aro preserved in his family Ho
‘was Darwin's senior by seven years He died in 1872, ten years be-
fore hus honored friend
When in Belfast 8 few years ago I saw tho oniginals of the letters
and made copies of them 1 sls0 had the prvilege of reading some of
Patterson’s letters written to hus home folks  Those telling of meot-
ings of the British Assoclation sre especially interestung to a natural-
ist Seientists whom e mot, werc often mentionod, and in one
letter — addressed to Mrs Patterson ~ ho tells of & conversation
with Darwin at the rooms of the Linnacan Society The lettar also
shows the high cstumation in which Patterson's textbooks were held

hus contemporaries
b o Lowvox 11 Oclock Tues night
May 2 1854

Dranzer
xmjun ome from the meetng of the Linnasan Society
of the Lisasean Clu, ot the Freemscn Twvorn, L met A B e i o
man, Mr Yarel, M Speuce ta 0w vory pewant but [ waa put (orvand s
at

1
ight hand of the President, Professor Ball aod when he propo et the bt of
the iaors b coupld my name wih the foust "4t ane ofthe grat f ot the

groateat benstactor to Natural History 1n thess kingdoma” Bo 1 bad to make
» lttl bit of & mpoech Mr Spenco had » cab, & he took Ven Voorst,
Yarrll, & mysef to Soho Square, ! unie of the society are beld
There 1 had some pleasant chat with Charles Darwin & White, Qm.h
the entomologiet eto  Many were the compiim the

t
Ropeat Parremson
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bert, Pattersan, Fellow of the Royal Society, waa ono of the
many diinguished amateurs whom Britain and Ireland produced 1n
the nmeteenth century When & boy he was apprenticed to his
father's busmess, that of hardwaro merchant, he became & successful
butaness man and was promiment 1 avie affairs, flling positions of
trust and responsbility in s native town  Yet mn spite of a hfe
devoted to merchandizing he found time to develop hus very decided
lterury and scienttfic tastes and was known far beyond hus home
town as a wniter and a lecturer In 1838 he published The Natural
Hstory of Insects Menttoned 1n Shakespeare’s Plays, & quunt and
interesting ttle book that ran through several editions In 1839 he
attended for the first time a meoting of the Brtwh Association at
Birmingham A long letter telling in detail us impressions of English
scientists is il preserved _ At this meeting he was elected ono of the
scerctaries of Soction D, Natural History, his associate was Edward
Forbes e held the postion for fivo years - About thus time he took
a leading part 1n the movement to have the study of natural hstory
1ntroduced nto the schools of Treland This was successful, but
difficulty soon appeared, thero were 5o books surtable for school
instruction  Patterson attacked the problem and i 1846 published
Part 1, “Invertebrates,” of hus Zoology for Schools  Part 11, “Verte-
brates,” appeared two years Iater The book was adopted by the
commussioners of schools for Treland and lator by thoso for England
and was used for many years The following letter from Darmn
will now be understood
Dows, Famsnonova,

peryito

Dran S
3 roctved nly yesarday your e ofthe 0 of Mureh &
Loty e v hough s wegrato ot e 1o bave scknciiotnd

your mm_, ot owing t0 5ot baving et 1o th Geloginl oty for some
e, the paroel
1 admre your volume rauch, you seem to have condensed # wondertuly
v, deat of scurel nformation & the woodeue re eptal [ m very mich
r the Commismoners of Edueation bave adopted your book,
e your wrk as b Gt uice a0 snrament T beg to thak you for your
respact

‘expressions towards me in your note, 1 remain, dear Sir, with much
Vour oblged and thll sere

To
R Parrenson Eeq
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In 1852 the well-known zoologist, Wm Thompson, died suddenly
after threo volumes of bia Natural Hustory of Ireland had becn pub-
lished  Patterson wa one of hus lterary exceutors, and on him fell the
rosponsibility of ompleting and sceiny through the press the fourth
and Inst volume, 1ssued 1 1856 1t m evident that Thompson had
lent Darwin matenal to be used 1n (he preparation of bis well-known
Monograph of the Sub-Class Cirrepedsa, henac,  reply to nquiries
from Patterson, the two follow ng lotters

Dow, Faxxsorovan, Rrne
Ap bth [1854]

Mr peax Sin
A sharp attack of unwellnow has provented m g sonner your note
of the 23 o — Mr Thompeoa et e ll s M S on o & 1 whole
of s collection, which fillod a good mzcd box 1 remembir not long beforo hu
ap all the
it

T'heve any af your poor i i e e
with you — But T very stron

o
ey e e oo o ooy e s o
Pray fogive thi ong note & beleve me Loar S )
ours macerely
C Daumix

Do Fawspanosan hece
Aug

2 (1854)
n.,.- S -
Jave now gone trouey ull Uh cprpodes i the bose, wnd 1 i some
bl dosen secimeas neiading mosa ondon beloning o poor nmpa

Nona-of thobareof ok vhiir enecpng on beink o ok sume of e

T have s  few M 8 ot Wil you b s kind o 0 sy o [ shll

hems " They are rathe (no heavy & beue xlase aot 6t to g0
vt e st o g & o Lot ekt Lo
don where they coud e i shr obyerte sctumutel? 1 am oy to et
¥ cannok may el that Tl bo t {werpool, otberaine that probably
Would have boen.  good why of transmitung the specimer

Frey ey e~

" e e

Y ours mncerely

© Danwix
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Darwin's interost in tho variations of rabbits dates from his vt
in 1833 to the Felklsnd Isisnds, where 1ntroduced domestic rabbita
bad become feral  On September 8, 1856, wntung to J D Hooker
he says

y tho way T have been astomshod at the diflrences i tho skeletons of
domoedo abwis 1 showed some of the e o Waterhoue, sod wied b

o rtend e e ot s et e bt o e, s b orver
- e o How ery o0t o o st oo eves
Have thoaght i worih while 1o ook 1 the el sructure of vaies

On this rabbit problem Dsrwin asks help from Patterson

Doww, B
Ve Toh TisoTS
My pran i
J 47 olng to bog u grst o troublsom favor of you, — boen eol-
eting sk i o Babtiar & T want vy much s rou I
b, oo L veomesis o o poor it Thompaun - Wotld T

o758 o ge ons ot very seveely shot, but speially ot sisuek on the back of
theboud o il t, 4 that part s saly infursd & s very charatoristi
T ociow an sdiret, s 0u wil know whethr s0 ieiner o lirupent &
en por Railway, wil be the chespeet. an -lenld-ﬁlonu—-lun
s e e anreanesl  egging i faver
Truly believe

My dear Sur
Yours sinceraly
Cn Dawwix

The next letter, on the same subject, has been badly mutilated,
evidently to obtain the sigaature
Dowx, Buowiar, Kuwr
Nov 12 (i857)
Mx puan M Purrn
The rabl

Tabbia arived ..m,u.m,hmmmm Journey, & most sin-
serely do I thank you for the very great trouble you bave taken to
in

one so0n from Jstaalca, 80 1 shall bave good means of compariecn

Seveat doete breeds
"mmmb-rwhu-vuyvuuwlﬂ—mlhmznwﬂlw—l

ot my own purpose | shall thrown away

been
Ax-mm-mmmmnmmamlm-mbnuu-a
With my very muoere thanks prs
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The results of thin work eppesr 1n Animals and Plants under
Domestication, published eleven years later
Letter ix 18 unimportaut, but bewng brief may well bo included
here It was written about s oar after the publication of the Orugin
1t suggests the strugglo for existence

Down, Broway, Kunt.

BTt
My pEAR Sin J
e e e e e S
b s o e et s o
i

‘With pany thank

ey believe o my dear S
Yours sincercly
o Danwiv

Robert Putterson had a wide curcle of friends amiong the scientists
of hisdsy He was an actis e correspondent and must have receryod
many letters from men of note, but, with the exception of thowe six,
none seems o have been preserved  Dhat there were others from

18 very probable, for there seems to have been u genune
friendship betwoon the two naturalists, but none 1 known or likely
now to be discorered

Khtanaz00, Micwioax
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