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) draw, and not & moment 00 soon, the attention
f the ‘world to the vast, unoccupied lands of
ontrel South Africa, and that before many years
o past we shall seo this portion of tho continent
laying its rightful part as ono of the great food-
ueing centres, e

Of wha the soil s capable of préducing we can
orm 2 fairly good idea from what we have seen
uring the progress of tho cxpedition. From first
> last along the line of march, wherever we

THE DARWIN MEDAL.

This n0w medal of the Rogal Society, which has
been foorded in memory of Charles Darwin, and was
awarded for the first time at the-apoual meeting of
the Royal Society on 3fonday last, has upon the
obverse an excellent portrait of the great man whom
it commemorates. The reverse boars a pléasing
wreath of plants thathave been treated of in Darwin’s
writings—dionza, primroses, orchids, and ampelopsis

d ing the

smo_across any ' native they have
cought in fcocly—-and that, t6o, at tho ond of the
cason and despite their rude and simple system
 tillage—liberal supplios of mealies, rice, sweet
otatoos, pumpkins, Cafite corn, &e , thus proving
hab oven with such unskilled labour they are
bls to grow criongh for thoic own wants and
> spare. Mr. Selous (snd mo greater living
uthority exists upon this portion of Africa)
celares that in no part of Aftica, that ho has over
isited are food supplies found in anything like
uch abundance among natives as among those
» Mashonaland.

It may be objected, and feirly—¢ Granted that
ou have secured a country with vast food-zrowing

name ¢ Carolus Darwin **
between tho dates MDCCCIX., MDCCCLXXXIL, the
years respectively of Darwin’s birth and death. The
medal is 2in, fn diometer, and is strack iu silver.
It is, as aiready announced, to bo awarded every
second year, its first recipient, as our readers are
aware, being Mr, Alfred Russel Wallace, on accont
of his well-known researches in the Malaysn Archi-
pelago. The gereral design of the medal, we under-
stand, was suggested by Dr. John Evass, treasurer of
the Royal Society, and president of the Numismatic
Society, and the execution of the dies was intrusted
to Mr. Allan Wyon, F.S.A., Chief Engraver of her
Majesty’s Seals.




