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“On This Day—"

November 24, 1858, iz one of the densive
dutes in the histery of human thought.
Darwin’s “Origin of Species” was pablished
on that day—not only poblished, but sod
out on the day of publieation, a detadl
demonstraking how the idia of evolution
was stirring the minds of cultured Vieto-
rians. It had stirred in the brain behind
Darwin's rugg®d brow since 1838 when he
elosed his voyage ns & naturalist round the
world, In 1842 he had sk:tched out his
iheory in manuscript, but spent wixtesn
years collecting information in support of
it before he began the writing of Bis book.
Meanwhile Wallace, investigating the amaz-
ing variety of animals and plants in the
Dutch East Indies had re similar con-
clusions sbout ihe gradual develcpment of
#‘I specied in the struggle for existence.

allace sent hin bomelusions te Darwin.
Darwin published them slong with his own
and then started te write a decisive book
for the purpose of mwl’a:uﬂ one
form of life may and does deve sut of
another. The scientific poblic was thims, in
a way, prepared for the new doctrine but
many gral meestigators resisted it strenu-




