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GREAT SCIENTISTS

MOST people today accepl the
idea that man evolved from
the apes. Anthropologists have
since produced evidence Lo
support Charles Darwin's the-
ory of evolution. But when
Darwin first came out with the
idea, he ereated a big contro-
VETSY,

Religious men were indig-
nant at the suggestion that
man, who was so obviously
::tﬂl“l!ﬂl from: m;lkmey:. could

ve originally ape-like.
They believed that the story in
the Bible about God creating
Adam was literally true.

They also disliked his theory
of natural selection, more pop-
ularly known as the survival
of the fittest. It made the ani-
mal kingdom a cold and
completely ;

At the same time, Darwin
also highlighted the impor-
tance of the eavironment in
the survival of plants and ani-
mals. He can be called the
lounding (ather of de-
fined as the study of the rela-
tionships between all living
things and the environment,

He was the scienilsi who
changed dramatically the way
man looked at himsell and
his surroundings. From that
basic idea have come many of
the explanations for the work-

at ; .‘ﬂ'u'np—
shire in England, his grandfa-
ther was a poet, doctor and
scientist while his mother was
from the famous Wedgwood
tamily well-known for thelr
potiery.

AS A youmg man, Darwin
tried medical studies but the
sight of an operation made
him faint. He was then sent o
Cambridge to study to bhe a
clergyman. Instead, he spent
more time in sports like shoot-

, hunting and riding.

ut something pood did
come from his time in Cam-
bridge. He became [riends
with John Stevens Henslow, a
professor of botany who
stirved his interest in natral

In 1831, Henslow got him the
of naturalisl on the HMS
%ﬁk which was dlﬂ-l'lﬂ a 8-
e survey of the coast of
South America.

Darwin was away lor five
¥Ears on a journey that took
him not only to South America
but 1o Australia, New Zealand
and South Africa.

Some of the importanmt
things he observed were the
similarity of animals found in
different countries. He also no-
teed that in the same place,

there would be dilferent types
of the same animal For ex-
. in the Galapagos Is-

la off the South American
west coast, he saw differem
types of turtles

Darwin was also inlerested
in plants. He g hie theo-
ry of evalution natural e
lection — that the fitter of the
species adapted to changes in
the environment in order 1o
survive — lo plants as well

Thus he experimented with
plants to show that the differ-
ent characteristics of plants
helped them survive. The
same rule applied 1o animais

Darwin's travels affected his
health. On one occasion he
was severely bitten by bugs
causing him to saffer from
stomach troubles lack of en-
ergy and heart problems

Despite his bad health, Duar-
win published many books ex-
plaining hiz ideas. The most
famous is The Origin of the
Species which expluing evolu-
tion and natural selection. An-
other, The Descent of Man
traces man’s ancestry to the
apes

Darwin suffered a second
heart attack at the age of 72
ind died in his home
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