
Connect 

without 

clumsy 

cables 
George Cole 

A NEW, low-cost system that 
enables computers and other 
devices to communicate with 
each other without cables has 
been developed by Philips 
Semiconductors. 

Known as Virtual Cable, it 
could mean the end for the 
metres of fiddly connecting 
leads strewn ·around a home 
or office. 

Virtual Cable is based on 
the DECT (Digitally En
hanced Cordless Telephony) 
system used by the latest 
cordless phones. These new 

- phones transmit speech as 
data, and are clearer than the 
older analogue handsets. 

DECT transmits the data 
via radio waves at speeds of 
up to 28,800 bits per second. 
Its operating range is between 
SO and 300 metres. 

Using Virtual Cable would 
simply involve plugging
transmitter/receiver units into 
the appropriate ports and 
s\.vitching on the devices. 

Selecting a piece of equip
ment to connect to would be 
merely involve choosing the 
device from an on-screen 
menu. The Virtual Cable sys
tem only works behveen t,vo 
devices at any one time, bur 
Philips i_s developing an en
hanced version which will 
allow one Virtual Cable unit to 
communicate with several or 
more units simultaneously. 

The idea of wireless connec
tions is not new, but the
advantage of Virtual Cable is
that the two devices do not 
need to be in-line-of-sight wjth 
each other to communicate -
the system even works 
through walls, partitions and 
floors. Another bonus is that 
the Virtual Cable syst.;m 
could be used with old and 
new equipment. 

Virtual Cable units can even 
be built into PC Cards, credit 
card-sized memory chips that 
can be used with portable PCs 
and palmtops. Philips says 

. Virtual Cable units mulct sell
for less than £100 per pair. 

Darwin's theory of evolutlon was rldlculed by wags of the day - this cartoon appeared In The London Sketch Book of .187 4 

From ape to Web man 
0 ur progress from 

apes to homo sapi
ens has always been 
the subject of fierce 

debate, even today, nearly a 
century and a half after Charles 
Darwin astounded the world 
with his book On The Origin of 
Species. 

As part of BBC2's Evolution 
\Veekend from this Friday, 
which commemorates the l40th 
anniversary of the classic work, 
online users can enter a debate 
on human evolution -with some 
of the world'.s leading authori
ties by visiting BBC Education's 
Web site. They can also read 
specially commissioned materi
al by noted Danvinian scholars. 

Is homosexuality in the 
genes? Are -.ve naturally hard
working or lazy? Can we inherit 
criminal tendencies? These 
questions are sure to generate 
heated argument among a TV 
panel on Saturday night, and 
the public have a rare chance to 
join in afterwards. 

Participants in BBC2's The 
Danvin Debate, about the ef
fect of evolution on society, 
include broadcaster Jonathan 
Miller, who has written on 

TV's evolution debate is moving to 

cyberspace, says Gavin Hadland. 

But what would Darwin have said? 

evolution; genetics professor 
Steve Jones; neurologist Steven 
Pinker; and anthropology pro
fessor Meredirh Small. Some of 
the questions in the televised 
debate will come from Web site 
postings. 

The online forum will include 
Jones and new guests including 
author and Church of England 
Reader Russell Stannard and 
Danvin expert James Moore. 
Joining the debate from the US 
will be George Dyson, author of 
Da,win Among the Machines, 
which linked evolution with 
technology. The forum is · open 
from 1 1 . 15pm on Saturday after 
The Danvin Debate. 

George Wright, a researcher' 
for the show, says: �This will 
not be a cosy common room 
chat. It will be a raging debate. 
The discussion will be accessi
ble to everyone worldwide us
ing even the most basic 

computer. We hope people at 
home · will question their own 
beliefs by the end of the debate." 

Hugh.Montefiore, the former 
Bishop of Birmingham, who 
writes on the BBC site about 
being a Christian and a Dar
winist, initially declined to take 
part in the TV debate but 
changed his mind after relish
ing the chance to argue with his 
academic adversaries. But sad
ly, because of a leg injury, he 
cannot appear. 

Tony Pearson, Web producer 
for the weekend, says: 'The 
BBC's qualities are being. used 
to their fullest extent this week
end. It's amazing how heated 
evolutionary arguments can 
get." 

Since much of the Evolution 
Weekend's output will be 
streamed over the Internet. the 
BBC is expecting a lot of imcrest 
and quesrions from the US.  

Commissioning executive Mike 
Flood Page says: '·The whole 
scientific world has contributed 
to the weekend. Now the whole 
world can take part in the 
debate." 

Other TV highlights in the 
weekend include The Fossil 
Roadshow on Friday night, in 
which amateur fossil hunters 
visit experts at the Natural 
Historv Museum in London. 
Digitai images of the best finds 
will appear on ihe \Veb site, 
enabling experts around the 
\VOr!d Io contribute insights. 

Visitors to the site also have 
the chance to grow their own 
organism v.ith an interactive 
program called Biowpio, pre
sented by Anthony Liekens. 
Users design cells from a petri 
dish which grow appendages 
and can eai. move and breed 
according to their shape. H the 
"creators" wish, the BBC can 
thruw all the organisms togeth
er in a large environment and 
let penplc k..,ow how their 
organisms fare. 

O The Evolution V..leekend Web 
sire is at http://www.bbc.eo.uk/ 
education 
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programme 

you can 
watch . .  
Tony Dawe 

IN ONE of the more bizarre 
twists of the media business, ii 
has become possible from 
this week to watch BBC Radio 
5 Live on home computers. 
The folksiest BBC channel 
has produced a video of its 
breakfast programme 
featuring presenters Jane 
Garvey and Peter A!Jen. It 
can be accessed via its Web 
site. 
Listeners in some parts of 
the country get better 
reception on the net than 
on their radios and the 
channel has been 
capitalising on this by offering 
them "visual extras". 
Radio documentaries on 
the trade in endangered 
species and on UFOs have 
been accompanied by Web 
photographs. A feature on 
the Ecstasy drug was backed 
up on the net with the 
research and methodology 
behind the programme. 
"Making a video for the site 
was the next logical step in 
improving the content," 
says Dennis Johnstone, editor 
of the Web site. 
Judith Hollingsworth, a 
Radio 5 producer, went on a 
video camera course 
before shooting the film, which 
was edited by Johnstone. 
The film provides a glimpse of 
programme planning 
meetings and shows the 
breakfast programme 
going out on air, including 
segments on racing, travel 
and sport. 
"We have learned lessons 
for the future and discovered 
new and better ways of 
making video for the Internet,' '  
says Johnstone. 
Radio 5's next visual 
broadcast is expected to cover 
a series of scientific 
conferences in the US which 
Matt McGrath, the station's 
technology correspondent, 
attended complete with a 
tiny television camera as well 
as his usual tape recorder. 
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1998 Winner • Best Consumer ISP 

An independent survey of UK internet Service Provider's (ISP) users has placed NETCOM™ as the number one choice based on "reliability of connection". 

�.netcom.netuk 

As PC Pro said "Netcom provide a good software package and unbeatable connection reliability" - we couldn't have said it better ourselves! 
We believe in providing our clients, not only with an exceptional software product but also unbeatable connection reliability and great customer 

support if needed. As PC Pro concludes uas far as Internet access is concerned, you nearly always get what you pay for", 
and you only get the best from NETCOM. 

Call NETCOM™ now on 0800 980 91 1 5  to get up to speed and secure a FREE* Domain name registration. 
Subject !o NETCOM'S standard terms and conditions, •otter ends 30!h April 1998. Included in a lull business package only. 
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