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ESOTERICA MEDICA

They had
their heads
examined

Armed with a caliper and a
ceramic head, a 19th century
phrenologist l.nuld supposedly

ebody from o
wanderer, a generous man from
a miserand a mm:h whiz from &
dunce. Such "doctors” had
Tatee Elimming 0 Barons snd
the'US. more than a century

— Evna Coxts

Atthe tum of the 19¢h century, Aus:
trian physician Franz Joseph Gall pro-
posed that the brain was divided into or-

that the size and shape of dfferent brain
parts matched a person's character
Such tralts woule leave their mark o
the outside of the skui. he proposed. An
‘ongan would grow larger as It was used,
generating a measurable
shull, or grow smaller ifunssed, causing
Cavities or depressions inhe skl
Gallcalled s stuy organology: he

Gall's ideas even further. mknn(ymg 35
brain “organs” (also called facultes)
that reflected such innate character s+
Hos 3 parertal love acauishtiveness. -
dividuality. combativeness, friendship,
bt saretiose st
teem, hope, calculation and "alimen-
tiveness” {or love of food). Bumps,
buiges and divots. on the brow, forehead,
back. top and sides of the head could
even reveal whether one was likely to be
patriotic or to hate one's own children
Phrenalogy, the practitioners said.
revealecithe path to-self-improverent
70 one touted that ast idsa
fouder thanthe two Fomler brothers.
farmers' sonsrom New York. Beginning
inthe 1830s, Lorenzo and Owen Fawier.
barely college graduates, popularized
phrenciogy across the U'S, Their Lower
Manhatan museur, the Phrenology
Cabinet, contained scores of skulls and
asts, including anes ofcriminals
and “the most i stinguished men that
ever lived” [t was nearly as big a Graw
as 2T, Barnum's nearby circ
“The brothers also published tarmes.
and journals on the tople. and soid a
great many cerarmic heads mapped out

el

Freseeicey e Foirspreschec
could direct one to true love — or adh
pendanla srmployee. It codd ertly 3
proclivity towand homesicness or a dis-
Ilke of children, They aisasuggested
remecies — such as this one to cultvate
parental love: “Play with and make
much of children: ry toappreciate their
Ioveliness and innocence.

Bt though the Fowers crew crowds,
they also drew scom. One journalist il
for e them as “Bumgus and Crane.”

ark Twain, mearwhile, claifmed to have
had his skl examined twice by an un
witting Lorenzo Fowler — who gave the
writer two widely different reacings.

It was just such Inconsistencies that
led phrenciogy to eventualy be aban
doned. By the early 20th century. thad
become obyious to mast in the fields of
science and medicine that, for example.
every combative person with a large
combativeness faculty was matched by
acombative person witha small one.

And far too many greedy folks had
enormous faculties of benevolence

Gall diclget one thing right: Skull
bumps may offer na clues to math skill
or mirthfulness, but s now known that
specific parts of the brain do relate to
specifc functions, and such designated
regions can e
cording o how misch they'ré used. He
faresaw that by more than a cerfury.

PARTS:.An 1848 journal depicts what
were beliepe [0 be the brai's segments.




