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New reports say Charles Darwin had a godly side

Lﬁp\ ToDAY
l'ML:‘;v lhnnl 0 century ufter his
donl pm zarem t n to
a new n-jm says llwnc »Jul label
Iim anti-religion are wrung. The
19th Century English biologist
lamous for his of evolution
wu‘r?‘md Christinn missionary
his entire sdult i, reparts &

cultural historinn,
“The march of improvement,
consequent on the introduction of

Christianity, through the South
Seas, probahly 8 by itsalf on
the recards of the umr] Darwin

wrode in 1836, lelmdmg the sen
voyige that opened his eyes to the
devely opment of species.

*1 don't think Darwin woukd rec-
ognize his defenders today and
probably wouldn't understand his
uttackers,” anys culturnl historian
Mark Graham of Grove City (Pa.)
College, author of the Journal of
Hnl.\mmm History report.

Darwin, who died in 1882, has
been Ludn.nuu.' rod sines he first
set peni to paper, His belief that all
species evolved over time through o
{:&w called natural selection has

n vehemently oppesed by some

whea believe in the Bible's depiction
of the ereation of human and ani-

il life.
\utunllelmhnl‘h um new

“What's intereating is that it shows
Darwin wos 0 man who could

eh his mind ufter looking into
lmmllq.'h_!m

species develop as sur
ening charactoristics nre winnawed
out in suceessive generntions.
Attacks agninst Darwin's sup-
heretical ways flared bri
Ty-alllm 1925 Scopes trial over a
ennessee law that forbade teach-
“that man has descended from
a ower arder of animals.” At the
trial, politician William Jennings
Bryan called evolution a threat to
religion, More recently, hiologist
Richard Dawkins of England’s
Oxford University wrote in his
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siunry work in the Pacifie. Bnrml! first publication, a pub-

Diarwin was moved by misslonary hclm.wnfnuppvrt for misslanares,
efforts to help peaple in Tahiti and  was written with FitzRoy. FitzRoy
New Imluns. Graham concludes.  Inter eriticized Durwin's evolution

purpose
the Bengle " suys historian
John van Wyhe ol' the University
of Cambridge's Complete War
ol Charles Darwin Online, Mis-
onary work was not part of the
Bels‘lrl charter — Darwin's role
was to collect snmples of exotic
me& - but the ship's captain,
rt FitzHoy, was a supporter
who wanted l.olak?nmumr&‘nl:ry to
South America on the voyage,
Critics of Darwin often overlook

writing on religious grounds. Bul
during the voyage, “the two men
were great friends, who sle dinnar
together at the same table for five

years nnllum nlong very well" says
van Wy

lmmca]lv FitzRoy was also a pio-
nner in weather farecasting, which

nltml ted eriticssm from roligious

rs who saw it as interfering
W'th divine intentions, notes van
Wyhe,
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