
18 times2 

::• times�nline.co.uk/youngtimes 

. ·An evolved 
character 

• 

Darwin's father despaired of him but he turned 
,.out to be the world's most famous biologist 

Charles Darwin's father once told 
him: "You care for nothing but 
shooting, dogs and rat-catching, and 
you will be a disgrace to yourself 

9 and all your family." 
The problem was, Charles came 

from a distinguished family - one of 
his grandfathers was a famous 
scientist, the other was Josiah 
Wedgwood, whose company still 

,makes pottery. But the young 
Darwin, the fifth of six children, 
seemed to be more interested in 
collecting beetles than learning for 
exams. 

When his.father sent him to 
university to study to be a priest, 

• things did not improve. Charles was 
more successful at socialising than 
studying, presiding over a society 
called the Glutton Club, which ate 
unusual meats. What was worse, as 
far as his father was concerned, was 
Lr1at he then disappPared on 

• 

"- .a five-year voyage around 
the world. 
But now, 200 

Darwin's birth, he is considered the 
most important biologist that ever 
lived, and his father would surely be 
proud to see that the Natural History 
Museum in London is holding an 
exhibition to mark his bicentenary. 

During his travels, on a ship called 
The Beagle, Charles saw many new 
and wonderful animals, and came up 
with an idea that explains how all life 
developed. His theory of evolution 
describes how animals change over 
thousands of years in order to adapt 
to their environment, and how these 
changes can eventually 
produce completely 
different types of 
animals. The theory of 
evolution is now the 
central concept 
in biology. 
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A Charles Darwin at the age 
of 6 and his sister, Catherine 

► Galapagos Giant 
Tortoise: The 
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The Natural History Museum's Darwin 

exhibition opens this Friday and 
continues until April. Read more 
about the exhibition on page 14 
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Which word or phrase is 

this? Say what you see . 

12:00 GOOD 

Yesterday's answer Lay down the law 

Yesterday's riddle The letter 'm' 

puzzle of the day 
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picture ladder 
Write the name of the pictured 
objects into the grid so that the yellow 
column spells out a bouncy word. 
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Yesterday's answers 1. Alligator 
2.Crocodile 3.Tortoise 4.Terrapin 
5.lguana 6.Chameleon 


