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Two giants
shape world

at Charles Darwin and Abraham Lin-

‘oln were born on the same day is, of

course, a coi Butit is not mere

coincidence. It is hard to imagine any

two people with a common birth date having so
their own tim

profound an impact in time and so far
into the future.

Equally striking is the mstdmpanty in cir-

cumstances that ‘new baby boys on

Feb. 12, 1809. Darwin was. lmm into an affluent
English family that owned the Wedgwood china
frmchise. and N:L‘ived a ﬁrstdass educatiml

was. I)Drn in the lhell wlldnemess of KEntuﬂk)c
toa subsistence farmers and laborers.
His father was illiterate, and Lincoln himself
received scant formal education.

Each went on toshake the world.

Darwin was not alone in his observations
about how organisms come to thrive in particu-
lar surroundings. Many naturalists before him,
and during his time, had similar ideas.
Russell ace, another British naturalist, had
proposed his own theory M natural selection,
inspiring mi Darwin'

But Darwmspllhhmncm nf “On the Origin of
Species” in 1859 forever changed human under-
standing of life onearth. Although his work con-

fundamentalists, evolution is the foundation of
biology. And while Darwin proved many of his
ions through direct i the
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proof of evolution and natural selection has
increased exponentially in the age of genetics
and microbiology

Lincoln never met Darwin but throughout his
political career, he mocked the widely held
notion that blacks naturally were inferior to
whites —a view in keeping with Darwin's asser-
tions about descent from common ancestors.
There is lovely symmetry, 150 vears later, that

c research has since proved his view.
Lincoln’s impact is as indelible as Darwin's.
Hedid nothing less than establish freedom as
the natural human condition, and the only
acceptable one. The United States would not be
the nation it is today, and its Constitution
for every free nanon but for
his dogged determination to,
union, and then, to give living meamng 1o the
founders’ assertion in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence that “all men are created
Barack Obama’s rise to the vresidenzy lends
fmhpmgnancy lo Ihe Li anniversary. No

elal contributions t our

Born intoa poor family, he

Today, let us address our

iwisions with “the better
angels of our nature.” May
is life andl words Hive in our
hearts and raise our hori-

dence for evolution can be  all, as Garrett observed in

found in antibiotie resistant 1883 “Mr. Henry Belin of

bactoria (bacterial popula- Seranton .. thinks moderate

tions that have evolved o sized oral hoarding schoals
of antibac- must exist for i

ame to be a champion of zons, in this, our testing terial drugs or antibiotics) ing in remote country dis-
minorities and laborers He  time. and the Increasingly com-  tricts. ... The miner's chil-
the working man and sought ScNToN _ Attalnhorsky o Seah thaOcalDaySchion i e
ademocracy “of, by and for we are celebrating this  tonare: nd dirty

the people” that gave all men Mrs. Belin su "ppiles Yood,

the opportunity and “the
rightto rise” He wasaleader

who sought reconciliation,
‘who sought to gavern by rea

ing his opponents. He saw

power. He believed that
Anerica bada “special destl-
ny” if we lived up to the
sacred sentiments of the Dec-
Iaration of Independence:

beliew hat s wocds,

Equa]lty s umnplem, ‘but there is indeed hope.

win anniversaries offer hope in these dif-
ncme nnmas well, that humanity is capable of
producing true greatness to expand its knowl-
edge and solve its problems.

Squeeze plays

s gradually are coming to understand
the breadth of performance-enhancing
drug use by baseball players in the late

1980 and the early part of this decade.

The revelations are due to squeeze plays by the
‘media and federal pmsecu(ors however, rather
than any voluntary revelat
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the American Leagu
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Celebrate Darwin
Editor: Today marks the

200th birthday of Charles

Darwinand this St s

the 150th annive
ibllaton of Tty
the Origin of

theary of evolution by
natural selection, as first
articulated by Darwin and
nisacnly o,
fied and tested by

tons af biologista. I the
foundation of our under-
standing of the complexity

It explains how life evolved

lenges. We owe it 1o him and
ourselves to ponder his
thoughts.and:

 “We must think anew
and ect anew, and then we
ol o~ country”

is only the fruit

of iaw and could never
have existod if labor had not
fiest existed. Labor is the
superior of capital, an
reserves much the higher

W “We must finish the
the nation’s wounds; io care

i him i
the batle, and for his widow,

to include all the various
e of LB we s s

ingle-colled - Garrett brought avant:

actera to complex, mnlth
cellular; sexually reproduc-
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Modern biology, and
indeed, modern life, rests on
afoundation of evolutionary
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more llﬁ'lxmah:m from Greg Anderson, home

run king Barry Bonds' trainer. Twenty federal
agentsraided the home of Mr: Anderson’s moth-
erinlaw relative toa tax investigation.

lone e steroid revelations over the past
several years have harmed baseball, which has
enjoyed several consecutive years of record
attendance. But it's ti itself, which

nefor

Humans developed from primates (spe-ike
ancestors)

+ 1831-1836 “Beagle” voyage, gathers
scientic material workdivide

{unctonal 1838 Maries Emma Wedgwood

proposition that “all men
are created equal” guided all
his political thinking and
was the basis of the Gettys-
burg Address, whose words
movedall future dreamers of

ocracy
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